





Natural Pet Health Blog http://www.natural-pet-care.com/natural-pet-health-blog/ For Your Pets

Your guinea pig has a language of his own, and just like he will try hard to
understand your language, you should try to understand his as well, so that you
can communicate with him in the best possible way.

Your guinea pigs language actually starts with his behavior. A guinea pigs
behavior is in no way random. Everything means something, and it is important
that you understand what your guinea pigs behavior means. First, you may
notice that your guinea pig loves tunnels, and loves running under furnishings,
instead of running around them. This is because his instincts tell him that being
hidden from above is safer. This is a left over trait from guinea pig ancestors who
lived in the wild, and had to be wary of predators.

If you have more than one guinea pig, you may notice that they form a ‘family’
and that there is a pecking order. The ‘*herd’ will be led by one dominant male,
and all other guinea pigs will essentially do what he says, and go where he
leaves. They are also very protective of their family members. You will notice that
if one guinea pig is threatened in any way, the others will come to his aid. They
will also help to care for one another. For example, on a cool night, you will
notice that the herd piles up together, like a litter of kittens, for warmth.

Guinea pigs will sniff the air often. When they do this, they are either checking to
see if someone — or another guinea pig or animal — is nearby. They may also
already know that someone is nearby, but they can’'t see them yet. They will

continue to sniff to see if this is someone that they know or not.

Guinea pigs will sniff each other and other animals. They will particularly sniff the
noses, ears, chins, and rear ends of other animals. They are checking to see if
they know this animal, or to get to know them. These are the places where scent
glands are located on your guinea pig, and they will also use them to mark their
territory. They often mark territory by dragging their rear end on the floor, or by
rubbing their cheeks or chins along items. When you clean their house, you will
often see them rubbing their bottom along the floors and walls — you have erased
their scent, so they are remarking the territory.

If your guinea pig becomes aggressive towards another guinea pig, this means
that he does not like that other animal. You may notice his hair fluffing out. He
may open his mouth wide, or appear to be yawning. He may even stand up on
his back legs, in an attempt to look threatening towards the other animal. This
dislike often happens when new guinea pigs are entered into the herd, or when
there is more than one male guinea pig. There may be a fight, and the best way
to break this up is with a spray bottle of cold water.

If your guinea pig is going about his normal activities, and suddenly freezes, this
means that he is either frightened of something, or there is an unusual smell that
he has not yet learned the meaning of. Guinea pigs think that if they come to a
complete standstill, and freeze, that they cannot be seen.
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Aside from body language, your guinea pig also has a verbal language. Your
guinea pig speaks by clacking or chattering his teeth, and by making squeaking
noises. You want your guinea pig to ‘popcorn.” When a guinea pig is popcorning,
it means that he is happy, and all is right in his world. Popcorning is signified by
running, jumping, and flipping. He essentially behaves like corn that is popping.
Some people mistakenly think something is wrong with the guinea pig when they
first see this action — but it only means that he is very happy.

When you guinea pig is exploring, he may make chortling noises as he goes
about the business of exploring. This just means that he is happy to be doing
what he is doing — there is no fear. They may also chortle when wandering
around inside of their pen. Again, this means that they are satisfied with life, and
with their home.

Most people are a bit disgusted by it, but guinea pigs will eat their own feces.
They do this by putting their head down between their legs, and pulling it out of
their bodies. This is normal, and there is no need for concern. This practice is
called coprophagy.

When your guinea pig is unhappy, he will fluff up his fur, and actually look sad.
He will often hide in the corner of his house, with his head facing into the corner.
If you see this behavior, it is important to check your guinea pig and make sure
that he is not ill. If he seems well, you need to look around and find out what is
making him sad.

As mentioned earlier, your guinea pig uses sound for communication. If he emits
a high pitched squeak, this may mean that he hurts somewhere, or that he is
afraid. This is a sound that you will hear sooner rather than later, when you first
bring home your young guinea. It means he misses his mother. Sometimes, the
guinea pig will emit a squeak that doesn’t sound happy — but doesn’t sound like
he is in pain either. Instead, you will come to recognize the squeak as ‘irritated.’
This often happens if another guinea is eating something that another guinea pig
wants, or if one is sleeping where another wants to sleep.

Your guinea pig will always squeak or chirp when you are in the process of
feeding him. You will come to know that this particular squeak or chirp means
‘feed me.” Most guinea pig owners describe this as a ‘wheek’ instead of a
‘squeak.’

It takes a little time, but before you know it, you will have a very clear
understanding of all of the noises and behaviors that your guinea pig displays.

Breeding Guinea Pigs
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If you think that you want to get into breeding guinea pigs, you may want to think
this over a bit more carefully. It isn’t as easy as it sounds, and there really isn’'t
much money in breeding guinea pigs.

Breeders of guinea pigs face numerous problems. The first problem that you may
face is the fact that finding homes for guinea pigs is not easy at all. In fact, many
guinea pigs end up in shelters, and are even put to death, simply because they
couldn’t find a home. The second problem is that you must have the proper
facilities for breeding, unless you want to endanger the guinea pigs.

If for some reason you want to move forward with breeding guinea pigs, there are
many things that you need to know. First, male guinea pigs cannot be kept with
the sow or the babies. The male can only be kept with the female until she
becomes pregnant, and then must be removed and kept separately — until the
couple will be mated again. This doesn’t necessarily make the guinea pigs

happy.

A female guinea is in heat for about sixteen days. You can tell that she is in heat,
because she will arch her back, in a way that forces her rear end to go up into
the air, and she may start mounting other guinea pigs in the same pen — even
females. Male guinea pigs, known as boars, can mate when they are about three
months old, although they have been known to mate when they are as young as
three weeks old. Ideally, you will wait to mate him until he is three to four months
old, for the healthiest litter.

All that is required of you once the sow is in heat and the boar is old enough to
mate is to put them in the same pen, and leave them alone. Also note that one
male can mate with up to ten females in a short span of time. You should leave
the male and female together, until you are absolutely sure that the female is
pregnant.

Once she is pregnant, it takes from nine to ten weeks for the babies to be born. A
sow will usually have anywhere from one to six babies, with the average number
being three or four. The larger the litter is, the shorter the pregnancy will be. A
pregnant female will essentially double in size, and she will require more water
than usual as well during her pregnancy. She will also require more vitamin C
than usual. The only way that you can really tell when a sow is ready to deliver is
that her pelvis will widen. She will not ‘nest’ as other animals do.

Once the sow goes into labor, it only takes her about an hour to deliver all of the
babies. Hopefully, all of the babies will be delivered without any problems —
without your help. But it is common for babies to be stillborn. Just as cats do, the
sow will usually eat the afterbirth. This is normal, and you do not need to
interfere.
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Unlike kittens, baby guinea pigs are born with natural independence. They will be
up and running around within hours of being born. They are born with hair, they
have teeth, and their eyes will be open, so they can see. Within hours of birth,
they are ready for solid food.

It is vital that you separate a nursing female from other males — not including her
own male babies — once she has given birth, if not before. She is capable of
becoming pregnant again within hours, and it is healthier for her to wait five
months between litters. You also don’t want her to be distracted or unnerved by
other guinea pigs, so that she can settle down to care for her babies.

The babies should be separated from their mother, so that they may be weaned,
when they are between fourteen and twenty-eight days old. They should be
handled often, so that they are naturally well adjusted to humans. It is vital that
the babies be separated from their mothers by the time that they are three weeks
old, because the males will try to mate with their mother.

There are many more issues concerning the breeding of guinea pigs. For
example, mixing some breeds produces deformed babies. Before you start
breeding guinea pigs, take the time to talk to other breeders, so that you can
become informed, and so that you can avoid mistakes that are harmful to the
animals.

You should never breed for the purpose of selling the litter to pet stores. Again,
there isn’t much money in this, and you are essentially giving the babies a death
sentence. These guinea pigs are sold to people who want to feed their snakes.
They are also sold to people who really aren’t sure that they want a guinea pig,
and then they end up in shelters. They are even sold to people as bait for dog
fights.

Is that the future that you envisioned when you decided to breed guinea pigs? If
you have a heart, it probably isn’'t. Most reputable breeders breed for the purpose
of continuing or improving a line. Their breed animals are typically show winners.
They have a reason for breeding, and have no trouble finding homes for their
babies, as they typically have a waiting list of potential owners.

Finally, if you've decided that breeding is not for you, you should have the males
in your herd neutered. The females can be spayed, but this typically costs a great
deal more than neutering the male. The females and males can be together —
happily — as long as the males are neutered.

Showing Your Guinea Pig
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If you are interested in showing your guinea pig, you should note that getting into
shows with guinea pigs is quite easy. Most shows do not base participation on
pedigrees, making it easy for everyone to compete.

The fastest and easiest ways to find shows is through the American Cavy
Breeders Association, at http://www.acbaonline.com/. While pedigrees are not
important, however, breeds are. If you are interested in showing your beautiful
guinea pigs, the first thing you should do is to get a mentor.

Mentors can often be found at guinea pig shows, and you are advised to attend
several shows before you start entering the shows. Talk to those who are
showing, and the chances are very good that you will find a mentor in one. Make
it clear that you are interested in showing, and that you need a mentor. Ideally,
you will choose your mentor from among winners of the shows.

Really listen to the advice that your mentor gives you. They are not trying to lead
you wrong, in an attempt to beat you at the shows. These people have a true
love of guinea pigs, and want other owners to succeed at the shows. Your
mentor has already proven that their pigs can win shows. It will be a feather in
their cap to have someone that they mentor win. They really are on your side —
so listen closely to them, and follow their advice.

In most cases, your mentor will tell you about upcoming shows, and how to find
out about shows. They will also instruct you concerning how you should prepare
your guinea pig for the shows that you will be entering.

Aside from the American Cavy Breeders Association, you will also be interested
in the American Rabbit Breeders Association, at http://arba.net/. The ARBA is
dedicated to both rabbits and Cavy, so there will be information of interest to you
here as well. There will also be news of shows that include a Cavy division.

The biggest show among breeders is the American Cavy Breeders Association
Specialty Show. This show is held annually, in different locations each year. It is
typically held six months prior to the ACBA Convention, which is also something
that you should consider attending.

Aside from the specialty show, clubs that are members of the ACBA also
regularly host shows. You can find out about clubs that are geographically
convenient to you by contacting the ACBA. You will definitely benefit from
membership in your local club. When you join the ACBA or a local club, you will
discover that cavy shows are held almost every weekend, around the United
States and Canada.

Most shows will provide you with material, concerning information for the show,
including rules and regulations, in advance. When you register for a show, make
sure that you obtain this information, and that you read it carefully. Many guinea
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pig owners are turned away at the door, despite the fact that they registered for
the show, simply because they didn't fully read the materials, and are not in
compliance with the rules.

As stated earlier, you will most likely want to bath your guinea pig in preparation
for a show, but it is important that you do this a day or two before the show, as
opposed to doing it the day of the show. Remember that bathing is stressful for
your guinea pig.

Those who show regularly will have a variety of methods for making the guinea
pigs coat shine. Almost all of these methods will work, so ideally, you should use
the method that is easiest for you, which usually involves using particular
products and of course, brushing. You will want to clip your guinea pigs nails,
wipe his teeth, and use pet wipes on his face. Also, clean what you can see of
his ears.

Other than that, your guinea pig must compete on his own merits. There is very
little that you can do to make your guinea pig more appealing than to the judges,
other than making sure that your guinea pig is clean, groomed, and in good
health.

It is also important that you handle your guinea pig often, and even allow people
that your guinea pig doesn’t know to handle them often. This gets your guinea
pig used to being handled a great deal — even by people that he doesn’t
recognize — and this could mean the difference between receiving a high score
and receiving a low score.

Also, know in advance which division that you are entering your guinea pig in.
Under the ACBA rules, a guinea pig may not compete in two classes on the
same show date. They also may not compete in Youth and Open divisions on the
same day. You have to pick a division and class in advance.

Again, read the rules and regulations for each show, and fill out your entry form
and review card in advance. Make sure that you have a clear understanding of
what you are to bring to the show, what will be provided, and what is expected of
you and your guinea pig.

Otherwise, showing guinea pigs is a great deal of fun, and gives you the
opportunity to meet other owners and breeders. These are usually big events,
and even if you aren’t showing, as a guinea pig lover, you will definitely have a
great time.

Is A Guinea Pig the Right Pet for You?
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If you are considering a guinea pig as a pet, it is important that you understand
whether or not a guinea pig is the right pet for you. It very well might not be, and
this can be dangerous for the guinea pig, as guinea pigs often have a difficult
time finding homes.

The first objective is to make absolutely sure that you are not ‘impulse shopping’
when you buy your guinea pig. You should never buy a guinea pig without doing
the proper research, and really discovering whether or not this type of pet will
work well for you and your family.

Guinea pigs seldom belong to one member of the family. They belong to
everybody, and no one person should be solely responsible for their care. If you
are purchasing the pet for a child, don’t use these wonderful creatures as
‘learning tools.” Children do become bored with their pets, and cannot be
expected to continue caring for it. Therefore, everyone in the family must be
willing to take responsibility.

Next, make sure that you have room for the guinea pig. Guinea pig homes need
to be a bit roomy. If you don’t have the space, don’t get a guinea pig. You also
need to be aware that your guinea pig needs hay, water, pellets, and fresh fruits
and vegetables. All of this does cost money, and you need to make sure that you
can afford your guinea pigs nutritional needs. Your guinea pig will need to see
the veterinarian, and this is another expense that you need to consider.

Remember that guinea pigs need time and attention. Without these things, they
will become unruly, untrusting, and probably will not live very long lives. If you
don’t have the time to care for a guinea pig, don’t get one.

Remember that guinea pigs can live as long as ten years, and if for some reason
you cannot keep the guinea pig, you probably won't be able to find him a good
home, and he will most likely end up in a shelter, and be put to death. If you
doubt that you can devote ten years of your life to your guinea pig, again, don’t
get one.

Again, the decision to get a guinea pig should not be taken lightly. This is
something that you must think about carefully. You must also talk with other
family members in the house, and really consider whether or not this is the right
pet for your home.

Connecting with Other Guinea Pig Owners

It is a good idea to connect with other guinea pig owners before you actually get
one. This will give you the opportunity to learn more about these incredible
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animals, and to see what having one in the home is like. It will also give you
insight as to what to look for when you do shop for a guinea pig.

Connecting with other guinea pig owners will also be something that you want to
do after you have obtained one. Guinea pig owners often share valuable
information, and even care for each others pets when vacations occur and
illnesses or other family emergencies arise. You definitely want guinea pig lovers
included in your circle of friends.

One of the easiest ways to meet other guinea pig owners is to join your local
cavy club. These clubs can be located through breeders, as well as through the
American Cavy Breeders Association (ACBA). These local clubs hold regular
meetings, as well as shows, and you will be able to connect with the members
outside of the club confines as well.

Another way to connect with guinea pig owners is through online resources, such
as forums dedicated to guinea pig owners. There are countless such forums on
the Internet, and most are free to join. In these venues, you will be able to garner
a great deal of information concerning your guinea pig, and you will also be able
to find people who are in your geographic region.

The popularity of guinea pigs, as pets and show animals, is growing. Today,
most 4-H programs allow guinea pigs as show projects, and this is often where
the love of guinea pigs develops.

Again, it is a good idea to communicate and visit with other guinea pig owners
before you decide that you are going to get one of your own. When you are ready
to get one, if it will just be a pet, as opposed to a show animal, consider getting
one from an Animal Shelter, as long as the guinea pig is healthy. You will be
saving a life, by giving a homeless guinea pig a second chance.

But when you do get your guinea pig, you should be prepared to be amused, and
to give tons of love to this incredibly social and curious animal. You will spend
hours watching your guinea pigs very busy, well ordered life.
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Caring for Your Pet Naturally

More and more dog and cat owners are turning to natural pet care to treat various health
conditions as well as promote general well-being in their dogs and cats.

New research shows that high quality natural remedies can be safer and oftentimes more
effective solution to many common pet ailments. They can not only prevent and treat dog health
problems, but also boost immunity and contribute to a long, healthy life for your pet.

As with many of the prescription medications we take, chemical-based drugs for pets can cause
ery serious side effects as well as weaken immunity which could lead to more health problems
down the road. One prime example of this is the recent recall of one of the most popular
heartworm medications, ProHeart 6, by the FDA due to over 5000 reports of uncontrolled
bleeding, liver problems, seizures and even deaths in dogs who were taking the medication.

If you would like to learn more about safe, effective natural pet care supplements for treating a
ide variety of health conditions and improve your pet's health just follow the link, or find more
information below.

How are natural pet supplements different than conventional pet medications?

The major difference is that most of them do not cause the serious adverse reactions of
prescription medications. Side effects from pharmaceutical drugs are a leading cause of illness
and death in humans...it only follows that this is the case with medications for pets.

Natural pet care can offer a safe treatment option, but can also get to the root of the problem and
prevent reoccurrence, unlike conventional meds that only treat the symptoms of the disorder
and nothing else.

Many pets are allergic to popular medications for heartworm, distemper, kennel cough and
others. Still other dogs and cats do not respond well to these convention treatments.



http://www.nativeremedies.com/petalive/?img=425&kbid=1028&sub=petebooks

All natural pet remedies and natural pet cures can be quite effective in treating many dog and cat
health conditions with vitamins, minerals, herbal extracts and other nutrients that offer health

benefits.

If you are interested in natural pet supplements for your dog or cat, take a look at PetAlive.com,

offering herbal and homeopathic treatments for many common health conditions as well as
boosting immunity and general health of your pet.
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