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What’s So Special about Guinea Pigs? 
 
 
Many misinformed people think of guinea pigs as nothing more than a special 
breed of rodents. They associate guinea pigs with hamsters – or worse, rats. In 
one sense, they are correct. The guinea pig is a member of the rodent family, but 
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it is not a rat. In fact, guinea pigs can be very loveable, and they do make 
interesting pets.  
 
Guinea pigs hail from South America. It is believed that the guinea pig evolved 
from the Cavia Cutleri, also known as the Cavy. Unfortunately, they were used as 
a source of food in the 16th century, and are actually still used as a food source in 
some areas of South America.  
 
But even as far back as the 16th century, sailors often kept guinea pigs as pets, 
and they made their way to Europe, and eventually to the United States and 
other parts of the world. The Cavy became the guinea pig because they often 
sound like pigs, and they were sold for one guinea.  
 
Overtime, guinea pig lovers have performed special and careful breeding in order 
to produce several exotic breeds of guinea pigs. While these amazing little 
creatures still cling to their original habits, they have become very curious, and 
very friendly towards the humans who care for them.  
 
Today, there are eight different species of guinea pigs, with only one species 
commonly being kept as a pet. The eight species include Cavia Porcellus, Cavia 
Aperea, Cavia Tshudii, Cavia Guianae, Cavia Anolaimae, Cavia Nana, Cavia 
Fulgida, and Cavia Magna. The species that we commonly keep is pets are the 
Cavia Porcellus.  
 
Female guinea pigs are known as sows, and males are known as boars. The 
babies that they produce are called pups. Fully grown guinea pigs are about ten 
inches long, and weight no more than three pounds. They are typically fluffy, 
although there are hairless breeds as well, which are called skinny pigs. The 
guinea pig has a rather stout body, considering its small size, but it has no tail. 
Depending on the breed, guinea pigs come in a wide variety of colors and 
patterns.  
 
It is important to realize that when you purchase a guinea pig, you are not 
purchasing a hamster. Hamsters are quite active, and guinea pigs are not. The 
average life span of a guinea pig is six to eight years, and they do require food, 
water, a proper enclosure, grooming, veterinarian care, and of course love and 
attention.  
 
 
 

Understanding Guinea Pig Breeds 
 
 
Before you start shopping for your guinea pig, it is important to understand the 
difference between the various breeds. Below, you will find information 
concerning the most popular breeds of guinea pigs.  
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American Guinea Pig – Also referred to as the English Cavy, this guinea pig 
has a very smooth coat, with short hair. The Satin American is also a part of this 
breed, but the Satin American Guinea Pig has a much shinier coat. Overall, this 
seems to be the most popular breed of guinea pig.  
 
Abyssinian Guinea Pig – The Abyssinian is one of the prettiest guinea pigs, in 
that its coat has unique patterns of swirls, which are called rosettes. The hair, 
however, is not smooth or shiny, and it does not run in one direction. In order to 
be entered in shows, an Abyssinian must have eight rosettes. Because of the 
swirls and the odd directions of their fur, the Abyssinians always look like they’ve 
just ‘rolled out of bed.’ This breed also includes the Satin Abyssinian, which does 
have a shiny coat.  
 
Peruvian Guinea Pig – When one thinks of a Peruvian guinea pig, they might 
picture something resembling a Persian cat. These beautiful guinea pigs have 
very long hair, which is straight and smooth. The hair is very orderly, growing 
straight down from the center of the back. This breed of guinea pig does require 
more grooming than some breeds, because of the long hair, which can easily 
become tangled. The Peruvian Satin is also part of this breed.  
 
Silkie Guinea Pig – Also referred to as a Sheltie, this breed features a long silky 
coat of hair, which is quite beautiful, although the hair does not grow in an orderly 
fashion. Instead, the fur actually grows backwards, starting at the back of the 
head. Silkie Satins are also part of this breed.  
 
The Crested Guinea Pig – The crested guinea pig has very short hair, with one 
rosette, located on its forehead. There are two types of crested guinea pigs – the 
American Crested and the English Crested. The American Crested has a white 
crest, and the English Crested has a crest that is the same color as the rest of its 
fur.  
 
The Teddy Guinea Pig – The teddy guinea pig has fur much like that of a teddy 
bear. The fur has a kinky texture, and grows in such a way that it stands on end. 
The satin teddy is also a member of this breed.  
 
Texel Guinea Pig – The Texel is not a common breed. This breed has very long, 
curly hair. It could be that this beautiful breed is not common because it is high 
maintenance, requiring an excess amount of grooming.  
Coronet Guinea Pig – The Coronet is another long haired breed, but also has a 
rosette in the middle of his forehead. Like other long haired breeds, the Coronet 
is also high maintenance, requiring a great deal of grooming.  
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Other Breeds – There are numerous other breeds, but they are less common. 
These include the Merino and the Alpaca, the Baldwin, which is completely 
without hair, and Skinny Pigs.  
 
 
Even within specific breeds of guinea pigs, there are different colors and hair 
patterns. For example, if a guinea pig is ‘marked,’ this means that he has two or 
more colors in his fur, but may be short haired, long haired, or rough haired. He 
may even be called hairless. If a guinea pig is one solid color, he is a self. But 
among self’s the different color ranges represent sub-breeds of self’s.  
 
While you may think that you prefer a long haired guinea pig, you need to 
consider this carefully. They are quite beautiful, but they do require a great deal 
of time an attention to keep their hair unmated and clean. Furthermore, long 
haired guinea pigs are not suitable pets for children.  
 
Short haired guinea pigs are much easier to care for, because they don’t require 
the amount of grooming that long haired guinea pigs require. This doesn’t mean 
that you can get by with no grooming at all however. Either long haired or short 
haired guinea pigs can have rosettes.  
 
Hairless guinea pigs are found mostly in America, although there are some in 
other countries as well. Some hairless breeds will have a little hair on their head, 
or be covered with hair that is so short and fine that they just appear to be 
hairless. Ironically, some hairless breeds are actually born with hair, but that hair 
will fall out as they age.  
 
You can’t just determine which breed you want by how it looks. You absolutely 
must also consider the amount of time that you will be required to spend 
grooming the guinea pig. If you don’t have a lot of time, don’t get a guinea pig 
that is high maintenance. It isn’t fair to you or to the animal to do this. Really 
consider the various breeds and their needs.  
 
As mentioned earlier, it is a good idea to know which breed you want before you 
start shopping around for one. Some breeds won’t be available in all areas, and 
you may have to travel further than you first planned in order to find one. Don’t 
settle for less than what you want. There are breeders all over the country, and 
you can find them with a little research and a few phone calls, and you can 
usually receive pictures of the animal before you go to see it in person.  
 
 
 

Buying Your Guinea Pig 
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Now that you know what breed you want, you are ready to start shopping for your 
guinea pig. There are, however, a few more things to consider before you set out 
to make a purchase.  
 
The first consideration is how many guinea pigs you will buy. You may just have 
one in mind, but guinea pigs are highly social, and they like having company – 
preferably company of the same sex. For a peaceful experience, you might want 
to consider getting two females, as opposed to two males. Two males will often 
fight – but they still want the company of the other same-sex guinea pig.  
 
Make sure that you have read this information all the way through, and that you 
understand the housing, grooming, and care requirements for a guinea pig. 
Guinea pigs are not short term commitments. As stated, the life expectancy is 
about seven years, but some can live as long as ten years. They do require time 
and attention. This isn’t a hamster, and like dogs, guinea pigs can be a bit noisy 
at times.  
 
Now, if you are still sure that you are prepared for a guinea pig, and you know 
what you want, you are ready to shop. There are several places to find guinea 
pigs, and most people start at their local pet store. This is a good option if the pet 
store has appropriately cared for the guinea pigs, but unfortunately, not all pet 
stores do.  
 
When you visit the pet store, the first thing you want to do is to ask the staff 
questions about the guinea pigs. Start with questions that you already know the 
answer to, in order to see how knowledgeable the staff is. Next, look at the 
housing that has been established for the guinea pigs at the store. Is the housing 
clean? What food has been given to the animals? Are the males and females 
housed separately? Are the guinea pigs handled often, or just left to their own 
devices at all times in their cages?  
 
If there are breeders in your area, you should definitely make a breeder your first 
choice. You may a little more, but the extra cost will be well worth it. The chances 
are good that you will get a well-cared for, friendlier, healthier guinea pig. A 
breeders place is called a Caviary. This is definitely the only choice if you are 
purchasing a guinea pig that you plan to show at some point.  
 
Animal Shelters may have guinea pigs from time to time, as well as Animal 
Rescue organizations. Note, however, that when you get a guinea pig from a 
shelter, you won’t have any information concerning its past, in most cases. This 
is a good option if you want a pet, but you will have to exercise patience with the 
animal at first, until it feels secure.  
 
Whether you are getting your guinea pig from a breeder, a shelter, or a pet store, 
there are certain things that you need to look for when selecting the one that you 
want. The first thing you should do is pick it up, and gauge its reaction. Is it jumpy 
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or timid? Even if it is a little scared at first, it should relax after just a few minutes 
of being held.  
 
If a guinea pig is too quiet and too relaxed, this could also be a problem, because 
it may indicate illness. Ideally, he will be alert and at the very least, slightly active. 
Give his overall physical appearance a look as well. Look past the pretty fur. Is 
he too skinny? His body shouldn’t feel overly delicate. It should feel stout, with 
roundness.  
 
Look into his eyes, his ears, his nose, and his bottom. There should not be any 
discharge, and these areas should be clean. Look at the condition of his hair. 
Does it look healthy? If he is a long-haired guinea pig, has he been properly 
groomed? Move his hair, and look down to his skin. Is it dry or red? Are there 
fleas or lice?  
 
In some cases, you can overcome some minor problems, but your best bet is to 
purchase a guinea pig that has been properly cared for, and is already in good 
health. Really look him over well, and ask lots of questions. Pay close attention to 
the conditions that the animal has been raised in.  
 
Just as you might be drawn to a specific kitten or puppy in a litter, the chances 
are good that you will be drawn to a specific guinea pig. There will be one that 
stands out from the rest, and he may show signs of being drawn to you as well. 
Generally, this is the guinea pig that you want – even if he isn’t the one that you 
originally intended to get. There is already a connection between the two of you.  
 
Ask if the guinea pig has seen a veterinarian. If it hasn’t, this should be your first 
stop on your way home. If the animal has seen the vet, and has been given any 
vaccinations, the seller of the animal should give you documentation of this, but 
you should still have your own veterinarian check the animal over. When you go 
to purchase your guinea pig, bring along a pet carrier, so that you can easily 
transport your new pet to the veterinarian, or home.  
 
Make sure that you do your part in protecting our animals. If you come across a 
pet store or a breeder who is not properly caring for the animals, to the point 
where the guinea pigs lives are in danger or these beautiful animals are 
miserable, you should report the breeder or the pet store to your local animal 
protection organization right away so that the animals can be helped as soon as 
possible.  
 
 
 
 

Housing Your Guinea Pig 
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Overall, the more space your guinea pig has, the happier and healthier he will be. 
Unfortunately, many guinea pig owners think that their pets will be just fine in 
enclosures meant for hamsters or in small cages. This is wrong, and you should 
know, in advance, that your guinea pig needs more room.  
 
Some pet stores will tell you that you should have two square feet per guinea pig, 
but this is no longer considered correct. Today, most experts agree that you need 
at least 7.5 square feet for one guinea pig, and at least 10.5 square feet for two. 
This, however, is just a number to start with, and you should make your guinea 
pigs house as big as possible.  
 
Unfortunately, the cages that are available commercially aren’t really adequate 
for guinea pigs, and most serious guinea pig owners find that making their own 
housing for their beloved pets is not only better, but cheaper. There are 
specialized companies that sell panels or grids that can be locked together in a 
variety of ways, in order to create the space that you want, and these work quite 
well.  
 
Your guinea pigs house should have a solid floor, if possible. Never use wire 
floors or wire ramps. Consider plastic instead, because it is easy to clean, and it 
gives your guinea pig a stable ‘base.’ Add as many plastic shelves or ledges as 
you can in the enclosure as well, for an even happier guinea pig.  
 
Although the floors should be solid, the sides of the enclosure should be 
something that the guinea pig can see through. The space between bars on the 
sides should not be more than one inch, for an adult guinea pig.  
 
The walls have to be high enough as well, so that the guinea pig doesn’t climb or 
jump out, and it must be made of material that the animal cannot chew through. If 
there are other animals in the house, they should also be considered, for the 
protection of the guinea pig. For example, an eighteen inch wall will keep a 
guinea pig in his house, but it won’t keep a cat out, unless it has a top covering.  
 
Some companies sell ‘cubes’ which can be put together to create a suitable, safe 
house for the guinea pig. Because the house has different sections, this also 
gives the guinea pig more to do, and helps to keep him active. Some people 
save space by making the width and length of the enclosure a bit smaller (not too 
small), and building up instead.  
 
If you don’t want to make your own housing, the cubes are a really good 
alternative, but you can also shop online for really nice guinea pig housing. 
Unfortunately, you won’t find this type of housing in your local pet stores, in most 
cases.  
 
Once you have the housing done, it needs to be properly ‘furnished.’ Your guinea 
pig needs bedding. Pine bedding is preferred, and cedar should be avoided. 
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Other suitable bedding choices include hay and Aspen shavings. Recycled paper 
bedding is also acceptable. If you have a large enclosure, the bedding doesn’t 
have to cover the entire floor; instead, you can fill up a corner of the enclosure, 
where your guinea pig will sleep.  
 
Inside your enclosure, your guinea pig will really enjoy a nest box. This is 
essentially a place where your guinea pig can hide away from the world, and it is 
important to him. You can purchase nest boxes in stores, but you can also make 
them, with an overturned plastic tub, with a hole cut out for a small door. 
Cardboard boxes also work, but they will need to be replaced often.  
 
For added enjoyment, but some PVC pipe that is big enough for your guinea pig 
to fit in and run through. You can use PVC joints to connect the pipes, and 
essentially create a series of enjoyable tunnels for your guinea pig. It is a good 
idea, however, to drill air holes at intervals in the pipe, so that your guinea pig is 
getting plenty of air.  
 
Your guinea pigs home needs a ‘kitchen.’ This is where his food dishes and 
water bottle will be placed. When selecting a food dish, choose a ceramic bowl 
that has some weight to it. The water bottle should have a steel spout with a ball, 
and a water bottle is always preferred to a water dish. Guinea pigs like to eat 
hay, and you can purchase a small hay hopper and keep it filled for this purpose. 
Make sure that he always has access to water, even if he is just fed at certain 
times during the day. Your guinea pig will drink a lot.  
 
Naturally, your guinea pig will need toys in his house. Entertaining a guinea pig is 
quite easy and cheap. They like paper bags, crumpled paper, cardboard boxes, 
wooden blocks, balls, toys that are suitable for cats and rabbits, blankets and 
even bird toys that hang. The important thing is to remember that your guinea pig 
chews, and to avoid toys that have small parts or materials that may harm your 
pet. Remember, he’s not a hamster. He doesn’t need an exercise wheel or an 
exercise ball, and these are actually thought to be dangerous for guinea pigs.  
 
Aside from housing, you might also want to consider purchasing a pet play pen. 
This gives your guinea pig the opportunity to ‘get out of his house’ without getting 
into trouble, or finding himself in danger. These are sold online and in pet stores.  
 
Finally, make sure that you clean your guinea pigs house once a week. If you 
have more than one guinea pig, or your pig is exceedingly messy, his home may 
need to be cleaned twice a week. He isn’t going to do it himself – this is your 
responsibility, and it is important to his health and happiness.  
 
 

Feeding Your Guinea Pig 
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As mentioned earlier, your guinea pig needs lots of fresh water in his water 
bottle, and he will enjoy nibbling on hay from a hay hopper as well. But he also 
needs nutritious food and snacks.  
 
Guinea Pigs eat pellets, and should be feed everyday. Most guinea pigs will eat 
about 1/8 of a cup of pellets per day, and as a general rule, you won’t have to 
worry about them overeating. There are many different types of pellets on the 
market, and it is important that you choose the brand that is designed specifically 
for guinea pigs. 
 
Furthermore, you must read the label, and make sure that the pellet that you 
have chosen contains vitamin C, as this is an important vitamin for guinea pigs. 
While Human beings are able to create their own vitamin C, internally, guinea 
pigs are not capable of this.  
 
Your guinea pig needs anywhere from 10 to 30 mg of vitamin C each day, and if 
your guinea pig is young, ill, pregnant, or nursing, he or she may need more. 
Also, alfalfa based pellets are great for guinea pigs while they are growing, but 
adult guinea pigs do better with hay based pellets.  
 
Experts agree that pellets that include nuts, seeds, corn products, dried fruits, 
pulp, and animal by products are not necessarily healthy for guinea pigs. You 
should also beware of pellets that have high sugar content, and foods that have 
lots of preservatives. 
 
Along with hay and pellets, your guinea pig will love getting fresh fruits and 
vegetables as treats.  They are especially fond of green leafy vegetables, 
although you should not feed your guinea pig iceberg lettuce. You should also 
avoid feeding your guinea pig cauliflower, bok choy, broccoli, and cabbage. 
Favorite greens may include parsley, romaine lettuce, turnip greens, kale, 
spinach, and dandelion. Starchy vegetables should also be avoided, but your 
guinea pig will usually enjoy strawberries, grapes, oranges, cantaloupe, bananas, 
blueberries, apples, apricots, tomatoes, carrots, red bell peppers and green bell 
peppers.  
 
All fresh fruits and vegetables should be properly washed before giving them to 
your guinea pig. It is also a good idea to search for foods that are organic, where 
no pesticide was used in their growth. Work with your guinea pig while feeding 
him. Avoid feeding him from your hand, as you may get nipped. You will learn 
how he prefers his food after a bit of time. Some guinea pigs will want to break 
their own food up into bite sizes, while others will enjoy having this done for 
them.  
 

General Care for Guinea Pigs 
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Other than proper nutrition and safe, clean housing, your guinea pig will also 
require grooming. Grooming includes brushing, bathing, and nail clipping, and of 
course, your guinea pig will also need regular veterinarian care.  
 
Let’s start with the veterinarian care that your guinea pig needs. Like dogs and 
cats, he will need a variety of vaccinations, which will be administered by your 
veterinarian. Some of these vaccinations will be needed each year, and note that 
if you plan to show your guinea pig, you will be required to present his up-to-date 
vaccination certificate in order to enter.  
 
Other than vaccinations, your veterinarian should be giving your guinea pig 
yearly checkups, and of course, if your guinea pig becomes ill, he will need to be 
taken to the veterinarian for care.  
 
Brushing is really important to your guinea pig. This helps to keep his coat in 
great shape. Furthermore, he will truly adore being brushed. Select a small brush 
with stiff bristles for regular brushing, and also have a metal toothed comb on 
hand for finer, silkier fur. While you are brushing your guinea pig, take the time to 
move the hair around and look at his skin. You want to make sure that the skin 
isn’t dry or flaky, and that there are no lice or fleas.  
 
Brushing once a week is sufficient for short haired guinea pigs, but when your 
guinea pig is shedding, it is a good idea to brush him every couple of days, to 
deal with the loosening hair. Also, if your guinea pig is a high maintenance long 
haired animal, you may actually need to brush him daily, or he will get matted 
hair.  
 
While your guinea pig will greatly enjoy being brushed, he will hate being bathed. 
In fact, this will cause him stress. The good news is that guinea pigs don’t require 
a bath often, and some never require a bath. In most cases, the only time you 
should bath your guinea pig is if you are going to show him, or if he needs to be 
washed with a medicated shampoo for a skin condition or to get rid of parasites.  
 
For the most part, guinea pigs are ‘self-cleaning’ and all that is required from you 
is the regular brushing. If you must bath your guinea pig, however, use a 
shampoo that is manufactured especially for guinea pigs. If you can’t find such a 
shampoo, use baby shampoo, or shampoo designed for kittens.  
 
Bath your guinea pig in the kitchen sink, using warm water. Make sure that the 
water isn’t too hot. Avoid bathing his head or face. You can use pet wipes for this 
area. Only wash his body by getting him wet, lathering him up, and rinsing very, 
very well. Towel dry your guinea pig, and then wrap him up and keep him warm 
until he is dry. He isn’t going to like you much for a while after this humiliation.  
 
Unlike bathing, nail clipping will be needed. Guinea pig owners have discovered 
that the hardest part of nail clipping is not the actual clipping. The hardest part is 
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holding the guinea pig still for this activity, which he will not necessarily 
appreciate. In most cases, with regular trimming, the guinea pig will learn that 
you aren’t causing him any harm, and he will become more tolerant of the 
activity.  
 
Start by selecting the right nail clipper. Many people use regular nail clippers, 
designed for humans. Some people opt to use clippers designed for cats. Take a 
look at both options, and determine which option you will be most comfortable 
with.  
 
Sit down, and hold the guinea pig with his backside against your stomach. In the 
beginning, you may need to use a towel for restraint, with only one foot exposed 
at a time for clipping. The most important thing here is not to cut into the quick, 
as that will hurt your guinea pig. Look for a pink area – this is the quick. Ideally, 
you just want to cut the sharp tip off, but you can cut down as far as the quick, as 
long as you make the cut before the quick starts.  
 
Typically, cutting your guinea pigs nails once each month will do. You are free to 
cut them more often, but in most cases, this really won’t be necessary. If you feel 
uncomfortable or awkward at first, realize that these feelings will pass, as both 
you and the guinea pig grow accustomed to this practice.  
 
If you are uncomfortable trimming nails, or bathing your guinea pig should he 
need it, note that there are many groomers that work with guinea pigs. Give the 
groomers in your area a call, and don’t forget those that specialize in Poodle 
grooming.  
 
If you do trim your guinea pigs nails yourself, and you do accidentally cut into the 
quick, note that it will bleed. The first step is to stop the bleeding, by applying 
pressure, or using a commercial product that stops bleeding, or use cornstarch or 
flour. Once the bleeding has stopped, you can apply an antiseptic medication to 
the area, but you must be sure to use something that won’t be toxic to your 
guinea pig.  
 
Overall, this is all that there is to caring for a guinea pig. He simply needs to be 
brushed, and his nails need trimming, and he may occasionally need a bath. He 
needs regular veterinarian care, and of course, he needs your time and attention 
daily. Make sure that you purchase toys for him, but also note that he won’t 
always want to play alone. Get down in the floor with him, and truly enjoy your 
guinea pig.  
 
 
 

Understanding You Guinea Pig 
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Your guinea pig has a language of his own, and just like he will try hard to 
understand your language, you should try to understand his as well, so that you 
can communicate with him in the best possible way.  
 
Your guinea pigs language actually starts with his behavior. A guinea pigs 
behavior is in no way random. Everything means something, and it is important 
that you understand what your guinea pigs behavior means. First, you may 
notice that your guinea pig loves tunnels, and loves running under furnishings, 
instead of running around them. This is because his instincts tell him that being 
hidden from above is safer. This is a left over trait from guinea pig ancestors who 
lived in the wild, and had to be wary of predators.  
 
If you have more than one guinea pig, you may notice that they form a ‘family’ 
and that there is a pecking order. The ‘herd’ will be led by one dominant male, 
and all other guinea pigs will essentially do what he says, and go where he 
leaves. They are also very protective of their family members. You will notice that 
if one guinea pig is threatened in any way, the others will come to his aid. They 
will also help to care for one another. For example, on a cool night, you will 
notice that the herd piles up together, like a litter of kittens, for warmth.  
 
Guinea pigs will sniff the air often. When they do this, they are either checking to 
see if someone – or another guinea pig or animal – is nearby. They may also 
already know that someone is nearby, but they can’t see them yet. They will 
continue to sniff to see if this is someone that they know or not.  
 
Guinea pigs will sniff each other and other animals. They will particularly sniff the 
noses, ears, chins, and rear ends of other animals. They are checking to see if 
they know this animal, or to get to know them. These are the places where scent 
glands are located on your guinea pig, and they will also use them to mark their 
territory. They often mark territory by dragging their rear end on the floor, or by 
rubbing their cheeks or chins along items. When you clean their house, you will 
often see them rubbing their bottom along the floors and walls – you have erased 
their scent, so they are remarking the territory.  
 
If your guinea pig becomes aggressive towards another guinea pig, this means 
that he does not like that other animal. You may notice his hair fluffing out. He 
may open his mouth wide, or appear to be yawning. He may even stand up on 
his back legs, in an attempt to look threatening towards the other animal. This 
dislike often happens when new guinea pigs are entered into the herd, or when 
there is more than one male guinea pig. There may be a fight, and the best way 
to break this up is with a spray bottle of cold water.  
 
If your guinea pig is going about his normal activities, and suddenly freezes, this 
means that he is either frightened of something, or there is an unusual smell that 
he has not yet learned the meaning of. Guinea pigs think that if they come to a 
complete standstill, and freeze, that they cannot be seen.  
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Aside from body language, your guinea pig also has a verbal language. Your 
guinea pig speaks by clacking or chattering his teeth, and by making squeaking 
noises. You want your guinea pig to ‘popcorn.’ When a guinea pig is popcorning, 
it means that he is happy, and all is right in his world. Popcorning is signified by 
running, jumping, and flipping. He essentially behaves like corn that is popping. 
Some people mistakenly think something is wrong with the guinea pig when they 
first see this action – but it only means that he is very happy.  
 
When you guinea pig is exploring, he may make chortling noises as he goes 
about the business of exploring. This just means that he is happy to be doing 
what he is doing – there is no fear. They may also chortle when wandering 
around inside of their pen. Again, this means that they are satisfied with life, and 
with their home.  
 
Most people are a bit disgusted by it, but guinea pigs will eat their own feces. 
They do this by putting their head down between their legs, and pulling it out of 
their bodies. This is normal, and there is no need for concern. This practice is 
called coprophagy.  
 
When your guinea pig is unhappy, he will fluff up his fur, and actually look sad. 
He will often hide in the corner of his house, with his head facing into the corner. 
If you see this behavior, it is important to check your guinea pig and make sure 
that he is not ill. If he seems well, you need to look around and find out what is 
making him sad.  
 
As mentioned earlier, your guinea pig uses sound for communication. If he emits 
a high pitched squeak, this may mean that he hurts somewhere, or that he is 
afraid. This is a sound that you will hear sooner rather than later, when you first 
bring home your young guinea. It means he misses his mother. Sometimes, the 
guinea pig will emit a squeak that doesn’t sound happy – but doesn’t sound like 
he is in pain either. Instead, you will come to recognize the squeak as ‘irritated.’ 
This often happens if another guinea is eating something that another guinea pig 
wants, or if one is sleeping where another wants to sleep.  
 
Your guinea pig will always squeak or chirp when you are in the process of 
feeding him. You will come to know that this particular squeak or chirp means 
‘feed me.’ Most guinea pig owners describe this as a ‘wheek’ instead of a 
‘squeak.’  
 
It takes a little time, but before you know it, you will have a very clear 
understanding of all of the noises and behaviors that your guinea pig displays.  

 
Breeding Guinea Pigs 
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If you think that you want to get into breeding guinea pigs, you may want to think 
this over a bit more carefully. It isn’t as easy as it sounds, and there really isn’t 
much money in breeding guinea pigs.  
 
Breeders of guinea pigs face numerous problems. The first problem that you may 
face is the fact that finding homes for guinea pigs is not easy at all. In fact, many 
guinea pigs end up in shelters, and are even put to death, simply because they 
couldn’t find a home. The second problem is that you must have the proper 
facilities for breeding, unless you want to endanger the guinea pigs.  
 
If for some reason you want to move forward with breeding guinea pigs, there are 
many things that you need to know. First, male guinea pigs cannot be kept with 
the sow or the babies. The male can only be kept with the female until she 
becomes pregnant, and then must be removed and kept separately – until the 
couple will be mated again. This doesn’t necessarily make the guinea pigs 
happy.  
 
A female guinea is in heat for about sixteen days. You can tell that she is in heat, 
because she will arch her back, in a way that forces her rear end to go up into 
the air, and she may start mounting other guinea pigs in the same pen – even 
females. Male guinea pigs, known as boars, can mate when they are about three 
months old, although they have been known to mate when they are as young as 
three weeks old. Ideally, you will wait to mate him until he is three to four months 
old, for the healthiest litter.  
 
All that is required of you once the sow is in heat and the boar is old enough to 
mate is to put them in the same pen, and leave them alone. Also note that one 
male can mate with up to ten females in a short span of time. You should leave 
the male and female together, until you are absolutely sure that the female is 
pregnant.  
 
Once she is pregnant, it takes from nine to ten weeks for the babies to be born. A 
sow will usually have anywhere from one to six babies, with the average number 
being three or four. The larger the litter is, the shorter the pregnancy will be. A 
pregnant female will essentially double in size, and she will require more water 
than usual as well during her pregnancy. She will also require more vitamin C 
than usual. The only way that you can really tell when a sow is ready to deliver is 
that her pelvis will widen. She will not ‘nest’ as other animals do.  
 
Once the sow goes into labor, it only takes her about an hour to deliver all of the 
babies. Hopefully, all of the babies will be delivered without any problems – 
without your help. But it is common for babies to be stillborn. Just as cats do, the 
sow will usually eat the afterbirth. This is normal, and you do not need to 
interfere.  
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Unlike kittens, baby guinea pigs are born with natural independence. They will be 
up and running around within hours of being born. They are born with hair, they 
have teeth, and their eyes will be open, so they can see. Within hours of birth, 
they are ready for solid food.  
 
It is vital that you separate a nursing female from other males – not including her 
own male babies – once she has given birth, if not before. She is capable of 
becoming pregnant again within hours, and it is healthier for her to wait five 
months between litters. You also don’t want her to be distracted or unnerved by 
other guinea pigs, so that she can settle down to care for her babies.  
 
The babies should be separated from their mother, so that they may be weaned, 
when they are between fourteen and twenty-eight days old. They should be 
handled often, so that they are naturally well adjusted to humans. It is vital that 
the babies be separated from their mothers by the time that they are three weeks 
old, because the males will try to mate with their mother.  
 
There are many more issues concerning the breeding of guinea pigs. For 
example, mixing some breeds produces deformed babies. Before you start 
breeding guinea pigs, take the time to talk to other breeders, so that you can 
become informed, and so that you can avoid mistakes that are harmful to the 
animals.  
 
You should never breed for the purpose of selling the litter to pet stores. Again, 
there isn’t much money in this, and you are essentially giving the babies a death 
sentence. These guinea pigs are sold to people who want to feed their snakes. 
They are also sold to people who really aren’t sure that they want a guinea pig, 
and then they end up in shelters. They are even sold to people as bait for dog 
fights.  
 
Is that the future that you envisioned when you decided to breed guinea pigs? If 
you have a heart, it probably isn’t. Most reputable breeders breed for the purpose 
of continuing or improving a line. Their breed animals are typically show winners. 
They have a reason for breeding, and have no trouble finding homes for their 
babies, as they typically have a waiting list of potential owners.  
 
Finally, if you’ve decided that breeding is not for you, you should have the males 
in your herd neutered. The females can be spayed, but this typically costs a great 
deal more than neutering the male. The females and males can be together – 
happily – as long as the males are neutered.  
 
 
 

Showing Your Guinea Pig 
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If you are interested in showing your guinea pig, you should note that getting into 
shows with guinea pigs is quite easy. Most shows do not base participation on 
pedigrees, making it easy for everyone to compete.  
 
The fastest and easiest ways to find shows is through the American Cavy 
Breeders Association, at http://www.acbaonline.com/. While pedigrees are not 
important, however, breeds are. If you are interested in showing your beautiful 
guinea pigs, the first thing you should do is to get a mentor.  
 
Mentors can often be found at guinea pig shows, and you are advised to attend 
several shows before you start entering the shows. Talk to those who are 
showing, and the chances are very good that you will find a mentor in one. Make 
it clear that you are interested in showing, and that you need a mentor. Ideally, 
you will choose your mentor from among winners of the shows.  
 
Really listen to the advice that your mentor gives you. They are not trying to lead 
you wrong, in an attempt to beat you at the shows. These people have a true 
love of guinea pigs, and want other owners to succeed at the shows. Your 
mentor has already proven that their pigs can win shows. It will be a feather in 
their cap to have someone that they mentor win. They really are on your side – 
so listen closely to them, and follow their advice.  
 
In most cases, your mentor will tell you about upcoming shows, and how to find 
out about shows. They will also instruct you concerning how you should prepare 
your guinea pig for the shows that you will be entering.  
 
Aside from the American Cavy Breeders Association, you will also be interested 
in the American Rabbit Breeders Association, at http://arba.net/. The ARBA is 
dedicated to both rabbits and Cavy, so there will be information of interest to you 
here as well. There will also be news of shows that include a Cavy division.  
 
The biggest show among breeders is the American Cavy Breeders Association 
Specialty Show. This show is held annually, in different locations each year. It is 
typically held six months prior to the ACBA Convention, which is also something 
that you should consider attending.  
 
Aside from the specialty show, clubs that are members of the ACBA also 
regularly host shows. You can find out about clubs that are geographically 
convenient to you by contacting the ACBA. You will definitely benefit from 
membership in your local club. When you join the ACBA or a local club, you will 
discover that cavy shows are held almost every weekend, around the United 
States and Canada.  
 
Most shows will provide you with material, concerning information for the show, 
including rules and regulations, in advance. When you register for a show, make 
sure that you obtain this information, and that you read it carefully. Many guinea 
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pig owners are turned away at the door, despite the fact that they registered for 
the show, simply because they didn’t fully read the materials, and are not in 
compliance with the rules.  
 
As stated earlier, you will most likely want to bath your guinea pig in preparation 
for a show, but it is important that you do this a day or two before the show, as 
opposed to doing it the day of the show. Remember that bathing is stressful for 
your guinea pig.  
 
Those who show regularly will have a variety of methods for making the guinea 
pigs coat shine. Almost all of these methods will work, so ideally, you should use 
the method that is easiest for you, which usually involves using particular 
products and of course, brushing. You will want to clip your guinea pigs nails, 
wipe his teeth, and use pet wipes on his face. Also, clean what you can see of 
his ears.  
 
Other than that, your guinea pig must compete on his own merits. There is very 
little that you can do to make your guinea pig more appealing than to the judges, 
other than making sure that your guinea pig is clean, groomed, and in good 
health.  
 
It is also important that you handle your guinea pig often, and even allow people 
that your guinea pig doesn’t know to handle them often. This gets your guinea 
pig used to being handled a great deal – even by people that he doesn’t 
recognize – and this could mean the difference between receiving a high score 
and receiving a low score.  
 
Also, know in advance which division that you are entering your guinea pig in. 
Under the ACBA rules, a guinea pig may not compete in two classes on the 
same show date. They also may not compete in Youth and Open divisions on the 
same day. You have to pick a division and class in advance.  
 
Again, read the rules and regulations for each show, and fill out your entry form 
and review card in advance. Make sure that you have a clear understanding of 
what you are to bring to the show, what will be provided, and what is expected of 
you and your guinea pig.  
 
Otherwise, showing guinea pigs is a great deal of fun, and gives you the 
opportunity to meet other owners and breeders. These are usually big events, 
and even if you aren’t showing, as a guinea pig lover, you will definitely have a 
great time.  
 
 

Is A Guinea Pig the Right Pet for You? 
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If you are considering a guinea pig as a pet, it is important that you understand 
whether or not a guinea pig is the right pet for you. It very well might not be, and 
this can be dangerous for the guinea pig, as guinea pigs often have a difficult 
time finding homes.  
 
The first objective is to make absolutely sure that you are not ‘impulse shopping’ 
when you buy your guinea pig. You should never buy a guinea pig without doing 
the proper research, and really discovering whether or not this type of pet will 
work well for you and your family.  
 
Guinea pigs seldom belong to one member of the family. They belong to 
everybody, and no one person should be solely responsible for their care. If you 
are purchasing the pet for a child, don’t use these wonderful creatures as 
‘learning tools.’ Children do become bored with their pets, and cannot be 
expected to continue caring for it. Therefore, everyone in the family must be 
willing to take responsibility.  
 
Next, make sure that you have room for the guinea pig. Guinea pig homes need 
to be a bit roomy. If you don’t have the space, don’t get a guinea pig. You also 
need to be aware that your guinea pig needs hay, water, pellets, and fresh fruits 
and vegetables. All of this does cost money, and you need to make sure that you 
can afford your guinea pigs nutritional needs. Your guinea pig will need to see 
the veterinarian, and this is another expense that you need to consider.  
 
Remember that guinea pigs need time and attention. Without these things, they 
will become unruly, untrusting, and probably will not live very long lives. If you 
don’t have the time to care for a guinea pig, don’t get one.  
 
Remember that guinea pigs can live as long as ten years, and if for some reason 
you cannot keep the guinea pig, you probably won’t be able to find him a good 
home, and he will most likely end up in a shelter, and be put to death. If you 
doubt that you can devote ten years of your life to your guinea pig, again, don’t 
get one.  
 
Again, the decision to get a guinea pig should not be taken lightly. This is 
something that you must think about carefully. You must also talk with other 
family members in the house, and really consider whether or not this is the right 
pet for your home.  
 
 
 

Connecting with Other Guinea Pig Owners 
 
 
It is a good idea to connect with other guinea pig owners before you actually get 
one. This will give you the opportunity to learn more about these incredible 

Natural Pet Health Blog http://www.natural-pet-care.com/natural-pet-health-blog/ For Your Pets

Remedies4.com http://www.remedies4.com/ Free Natural Health Ebooks

http://www.natural-pet-care.com/natural-pet-health-blog/
http://www.remedies4.com/


 - 20 -

animals, and to see what having one in the home is like. It will also give you 
insight as to what to look for when you do shop for a guinea pig.  
 
Connecting with other guinea pig owners will also be something that you want to 
do after you have obtained one. Guinea pig owners often share valuable 
information, and even care for each others pets when vacations occur and 
illnesses or other family emergencies arise. You definitely want guinea pig lovers 
included in your circle of friends.  
 
One of the easiest ways to meet other guinea pig owners is to join your local 
cavy club. These clubs can be located through breeders, as well as through the 
American Cavy Breeders Association (ACBA). These local clubs hold regular 
meetings, as well as shows, and you will be able to connect with the members 
outside of the club confines as well.  
 
Another way to connect with guinea pig owners is through online resources, such 
as forums dedicated to guinea pig owners. There are countless such forums on 
the Internet, and most are free to join. In these venues, you will be able to garner 
a great deal of information concerning your guinea pig, and you will also be able 
to find people who are in your geographic region.  
 
The popularity of guinea pigs, as pets and show animals, is growing. Today, 
most 4-H programs allow guinea pigs as show projects, and this is often where 
the love of guinea pigs develops.  
 
Again, it is a good idea to communicate and visit with other guinea pig owners 
before you decide that you are going to get one of your own. When you are ready 
to get one, if it will just be a pet, as opposed to a show animal, consider getting 
one from an Animal Shelter, as long as the guinea pig is healthy. You will be 
saving a life, by giving a homeless guinea pig a second chance.  
 
But when you do get your guinea pig, you should be prepared to be amused, and 
to give tons of love to this incredibly social and curious animal. You will spend 
hours watching your guinea pigs very busy, well ordered life.  
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