
Common Basketball Injuries

Basketball is a popular sport with both males and females, young and old. The 
sport has multiple levels of competition to fit anybody's playing ability. 
Unfortunately anyone can get injured while playing basketball. Overuse injuries 
and traumatic injuries are the two types of basketball injuries.

Overuse Injuries:

Overuse injuries include patellar tendonitis also called "jumper's knee". The 
symptom is pain in the tendon just below the kneecap. Another overuse injury is 
Achilles tendonitis, which affects the back of the calf to the heel bone, which 
causes pain in the back of the leg above the heel.  If the Achilles tendon tears 
you will need to have the area immobilized until the tendon heals. Surgery is 
sometimes needed for tendon tears.

Rotator cuff injuries can cause inflammation, which can be painful. This injury 
can happen from continuous basket shooting.

Traumatic injuries:

Forceful impact can cause traumatic injuries such as finger jams, muscle pulls or 
muscle tears. These types of injuries typically occur in the large muscles of the 
legs. To prevent these injuries remember to stretch your thighs and calves during 
warm-up exercises before you start playing basketball.

One of the most common basketball injuries is the ankle sprain. Ankle sprains 
can occur when a player lands on another player's foot or when the ankle rolls 
too far outward. A sprained ankle happens when ligaments that connect to bones 
are stretched and torn either partially or completely. Your doctor may immobilize 
the ankle until the ligaments heal. You may be given special exercises to 
strengthen the muscles that hold the ankle in place. Surgery may be needed to 
stabilize the ankle.

One of the most serious basketball injuries involves those of the knee. Players 
can sustain knee sprains, tears, or can twist the knee. It is sometimes necessary 
to have arthroscopy surgery. We can sometimes prevent knee injuries simply by 
understanding the moves of the game and how to not twist your knee, how to 
land from a jump in order to prevent knee injuries. Some players may benefit 
from orthotics in their shoes that can help balance the lower extremities and 
prevent knee injuries that way.

Both types of basketball injuries; acute and overuse can be prevented by keeping 
the body in good condition, by warming up properly before the game or practice 
and by following safety precautions. Wear supportive basketball shoes that have 
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