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What’s Different about Maine Coon Cats? 
 
 
A cat is a cat – right? Well, not exactly. Most cats have similar physical 
characteristics, but there are many different breeds of cats, just as there are 
many different breeds of dogs. The difference is that different breeds of dogs 
look a great deal different from other breeds, while the same can not be said of 
cats.  
 
However, if you are a cat lover, you know that you have to look at the whole 
picture when it comes to cats, to see that there really is a difference in breeds. 
The Maine Coon Cat is one of the oldest breeds in existence, and they are often 
thought to be one of the most beautiful cat breeds. The Maine Coon is also one 
of the largest breeds of domestic cats. 
 
Maine Coon Cats are quite intelligent, and are also thought to be one of the most 
playful breeds. The breed was first documented in New England, and it is the first 
indigenous show cat in the United States. These large cats are often referred to 
as gentle giants.  
 
It is believed that these cats developed, as far back as the 17th or 18th century.  
The cats came to America on ships from Europe – although not intentionally, in 
most cases. Because of the harsh winters in New England, the Maine Coon 
became a very tough cat, and naturally developed in such a way that they are 
able to withstand extreme winter temperatures.  
 
There are many myths concerning Maine Coon Cats. Some believe that this 
special breed is a mix between a raccoon and a cat, but this isn’t so, as it would 
not be naturally possible. It is actually believed, although not documented, that 
the Maine Coon Cat is a product of natural breeding between short haired cats 
and the cats that came from overseas. These were most likely Angora cats, also 
known as long haired cats.  
 
Maine Coon Cats have exceedingly long hair, when compared to other cat 
breeds. They are actually quite big, and have an abundance of energy. An adult 
Maine Coon cat weigh up to twelve pounds or more, and the males are usually 
slightly larger than the females. Another unique characteristic of the Maine Coon 
is their length. They grow to be approximately 40 inches long.  
 
Because they are so large, however, they actually take longer to reach full size 
than other cat breeds. Most cats are fully grown by the time they are a year old. 
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The Maine Coon, however, doesn’t reach his full size until he is four or five years 
old.  
 
Maine Coon Cats come in a variety of shades and colors, as well as patterns. 
The only appearance that isn’t possible for a pure bred Maine Coon is that of a 
Siamese cat. Their eyes can also be any shade, except blue eyes are only 
acceptable for Maine Coons with white fur. Again, they have long hair, but the 
hair is the longest on the ruff, which is the area between the chin and the chest. 
All of their fur is quite soft.  
 
Designed for extreme winter weather, Maine Coon Cats have two layers of fur. 
The outer coat is referred to as the guard hairs, while the inner coat is the 
undercoat. The hair on the britches, or the hips and back legs, is also typically 
longer on Maine Coon Cats. They also have hair growing between the pads of 
their paws, or their toes.  
 
The Maine Coon Cats tail is quite majestic in appearance. It is usually plumed. 
This breed also typically has ears that are wide-set, and slightly longer than that 
of other cat breeds. Some Maine Coons have an extra toe on their paws, and are 
referred to as polydactyl. However, most breeders today breed out the 
polydactyl.  
 
There are those who say that cats cannot be trained, but Maine Coon Cats are 
intelligent enough to be trained. In fact, many people liken Maine Coon Cats to 
dogs. Just as a dog will get his ball, and let you know that he wants to play – a 
Maine Coon Cat will bring the ball to you, so that you can entertain him by 
throwing it. He will run after it, but he will have to be trained to bring the ball back 
to you.  
 
While most cats will hear you calling, take a message, and get back to you at a 
time that is more convenient to them, the Maine Coon Cat is more likely to run to 
you when you call him. Maine Coons are also quite dexterous, which can get 
them into trouble, if the owner is not careful. They like to pick things up with their 
‘hands,’ and this also quickly allows them to have the ability to open cabinets, 
drawers, turn on water faucets, and even to flush the toilet.  
 
Maine Coon Cats can be as curious – and as naughty – as two year olds if they 
are left to their own devices for too long. They will often ‘act out’ to get attention 
when they are bored or unhappy. When this happens, they will often knock things 
off of tables, scratch at mirrors or windows, or even nip at your legs until you pay 
them the attention that they want.  
 
As you can see by now, the Maine Coon Cat is not your ordinary house cat. This 
is a breed of cat that people want for their beauty and intelligence. These cats 
often participate in cat shows, and you aren’t likely to find a Maine Coon kitten 
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being given away for free in your local paper, or in front of your local grocery 
store.  
 
Before you get a Maine Coon Cat, read on for more vital information concerning 
this very special breed.  
 

Behavior and Characteristics of the Maine Coon Cat 
 
 
Once you have a Maine Coon Cat, what can you expect? Again, Maine Coon 
Cats are similar to other cats – in many ways – but uniquely different at the same 
time.  
 
First, don’t expect your Maine Coon to become a lap cat. It is rare for these large 
cats to sit in one’s lap for very long, although they will usually be very content to 
sit beside you. It is believed that their large size makes lap sitting uncomfortable 
for them.  
 
Expect your Maine Coon to be full of energy. Other cats may nap all day – and 
your Maine Coon will definitely take his share of naps – but you can expect a little 
more activity from him than from other breeds of cats. Like a toddler, he is apt to 
be into everything, and it is important that you provide plenty of toys for him to 
play with – and that you pay lots of attention to him.  
 
While Maine Coons do become larger than other breeds of domestic cats, they 
manage to keep their kittenish personality for their entire lives. Older cats 
generally nap a great deal, and play very seldom – but this cannot be said of 
Maine Coon Cats. A ten year old Maine Coon will most likely be just as playful as 
a six month old Maine Coon.  
 
You can generally expect a Maine Coon cat to be congenial – more so than other 
breeds. They like people, and don’t mind being handled too much. However, if a 
Maine Coon has been abused, or is often made to feel frightened or insecure, 
this may not be the case. 
 
Also note that while these large cats are good natured, this does not mean that 
they can’t – or don’t – get overly rough when they are playing. It is important to 
not play rough with the Maine Coon when they are kittens, so that they don’t 
grow to have aggressive play behavior as adults.  
 
Maine Coons don’t sound like other cats. They have a very distinctive trill, which 
some describe as a cross between a purr, a chirp, and a meow. If you talk to 
them, they will ‘converse’ with you. They love the sound of your voice, and want 
you to talk to them often. In spite of their size, Maine Coons have very soft 
‘voices.’  
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Your Maine Coon will most likely be interested in everything that you do. While 
your attention does not always have to be on them – and their attention will not 
always be on you – they do want the option of following you around the house as 
you perform your usual activities. They want to watch – and sometimes, they 
even want to help.  
 
This is a very social breed of cat. Even if they aren’t watching what you are 
doing, or trying to get your attention, you can bet that your Maine Cat will always 
be close by. He will typically want to be in the same room that you are in – and 
like all cats, he won’t be able to stand a room that he can’t get into because of a 
closed door.  
 
In watching both sexes of the Maine Coon, you may notice that the males tend to 
have more of a sense of humor than the females do. The females, like other 
breeds of cats, often try to ‘keep up appearances’ and hang onto their dignity. 
The males are usually more laid back, and willing to entertain and be entertained 
– even if it is on accident.  
 
Many people believe that Maine Coons are good with children, and for the most 
part, this is true. But if a child accidentally hurts the Maine Coon, this breed will 
most likely react just like any other breed would – with claws and teeth. 
Otherwise, the Maine Coon seems to get along just fine with other domestic 
animals, including dogs. They are willing to accept any other pet or human into 
their lives, as long as they are also accepted.  
 
Again, these animals are very playful, and chase or fetch seems to be their two 
favorite games. Unlike many other breeds of cats, however, the Maine Coon 
doesn’t like to climb as much. It is believed that they are slightly vertical 
challenged. This does not mean, however, that they won’t climb. They will if they 
need to.  
 
As mentioned earlier, your Maine Coon Cat will want your love and attention. If 
you are one of those people who is only home long enough to sleep and change 
clothes, this breed should not be a consideration. But if you work and are home 
in the evenings or if you are home all day, this is a great pet to have. You can bet 
he will be sitting at the door waiting for you when you get home. Just make sure 
that you are ready to spend the time with him that he needs in order to be happy. 
 
Overall, among pet owners who have shared their homes with Maine Coon Cats, 
as well as other breeds of cats, the general consensus is that Maine Coon Cats 
are more pleasurable to be around – most likely because they are bred to be 
more people oriented than other breeds. They make excellent companions, and 
really seem to care about the humans in their lives.  
 
So, what can you expect from your Maine Coon Cat? Expect to be loved, 
amused, entertained, watched, and cared about. He will do all of that for you – 
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but at the same time, he will also want to be loved, amused, entertained, and 
cared about. Be prepared to share both your home, your time, and your heart 
with a Maine Coon Cat.  
 
 
 

Feeding for Maine Coon Cats 
 
 
Some pet owners keep food down for their cats all of the time. This is because 
cats seldom eat more than they need at any given time. They eat what their 
bodies need, and go about their business – not returning to the food bowl until 
they actually need to eat again. This is not advised with Maine Coon Cats. Maine 
Coon Cats eat more like dogs do – until the bowl is empty. Remember that these 
are large cats, but this does not mean that they should be fat cats. Don’t let them 
free feed.  
 
Instead, you need to feed them three to four times a day. You can feed them at 
your regular meal time. Place their food bowl and water bowl near the table 
where you eat, as Maine Coons are very social, and enjoy eating with other 
animals or people at meal times. Feed them when you eat a meal – breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, and an evening snack (meal) as well.  
 
You should feed your Maine Coon Cat dry food – not moist food. Also, if you are 
feeding the Maine Coon regular cat food, it is important that you speak to your 
veterinarian about nutritional supplements, such as vitamins. Otherwise, you 
should order food that is specifically designed for Maine Coon Cats.  
 
You can order this special food online, you can ask your veterinarian to order it 
for you, or ask your local pet store to keep it stocked for you. It does cost more 
than ordinary cat food – but your Maine Coon is not an ordinary cat, now is he? 
He is worth it, and so is his health.  
 
You can buy regular cat treats for your Maine Coon, but make sure that you buy 
the higher quality treats that have lots of vitamins and minerals in them. At the 
same time, make sure that you limit those treats so that your Maine Coon doesn’t 
develop a ‘weighty problem.’  
 
Avoid feeding your Maine Coon ‘people food’ at all costs. Most cats are rather 
‘health conscious’ and refuse to eat food cooked for human consumption. 
However, your Maine Coon may not be that picky. He may actually enjoy those 
French fries, but just like it isn’t healthy for you – it is especially unhealthy for 
him. Stick with dry cat food, or food designed especially for Maine Coons, and 
avoid allowing your special cat to eat human food, dog food, or any food other 
than his own.  
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Your Maine Coon should have constant access to fresh water. Keep a bowl of 
fresh water down for him at all times. If you fail to do this, it won’t take him long to 
figure out how to turn on the faucet – he’s seen where the water comes from. 
The problem is that he most likely won’t turn the faucet back off when he is 
finished drinking. He understands where the water comes from. He has no clue 
about the cost of water bills or how they get paid – and he doesn’t care! 

Grooming Your Maine Coon Cat 
 
 
Unless you are preparing for a show, there really isn’t much to grooming your 
Maine Coon Cat. He takes care of most of it on his own, with numerous spit 
baths everyday. You will notice that he has no odor, and keeps himself quite tidy 
– more so than many human beings! 
 
For the most part, you need to give your Maine Coon a good brushing once a 
week. First, this will cut down on the amount of cat hair that you have on your 
furniture, floors, curtains, and clothing. Second, this will cut down on the amount 
of hairballs that you have to clean up off of the floor and furniture.  
 
If your Maine Coon has not been de-clawed (a very controversial topic), he will 
likely need his nails clipped about once a month or so. This will help him not to 
scratch up your furniture – and not to accidentally scratch you, other people, or 
other animals.  
 
You can easily do this yourself, with a pair of clippers specifically designed for 
cats. These are found in your pet store, in the cat department. However, you can 
also take him to your veterinarian to have his nails clipped, although this can get 
expensive. Some pet groomers will also clip his nails.  
 
Unless you plan to show your Maine Coon, he never needs a bath in the tub, in 
most cases, but you may want to give him one anyway, especially to help 
decrease the instance of fleas and mites. Bathing a cat is not a picnic for you or 
the cat!  
 
Don’t be fooled. Your Maine Coon may give the appearance of liking water. He 
may dip his paws in when you are bathing. He will definitely enjoy watching water 
run. He may even throw his toys in the water and fish them out again for the 
sheer enjoyment of it. But he will not like a bath at all.  
 
Remember that the Maine Coon has water resistant fur. This is designed to 
protect him in harsh winters, when snow hits the fur and melts. For this reason, 
you should make sure that you give him a good brushing first. Use warm water, 
and add about two capfuls of Woolite detergent to the water. This will help the 
water to penetrate, and make the bath much shorter – which is preferred.  
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Avoid washing his face and ears. Start at the back of the ears, and go down. You 
don’t want the water in his eyes, mouth, nose, or ears. He can wash his own 
face, or you can use cat wipes later. The best way to soap him up is to soap the 
water up – first – and then pour the soapy water on him and rub. This makes 
rinsing easier, but still gets him just as clean. Use the tips of your fingers, and 
gently scrub all the way down to his skin.  
 
If your cat has naturally greasy fur, which is common for Maine Coon Cats, and 
helps to add to their water resistance, you can use a product called Goop on his 
fur before you get him wet. Do not allow this to get into his eyes, nose, or mouth! 
 
When selecting the product that you will use to bathe the Maine Coon, you can 
use flea and tick shampoos designed for cats, but this should be followed up with 
dish soap, such as Dawn. Don’t skip the first soaping, however, with the 
medicated shampoo! 
 
Throw a few towels into the dryer or place them on an electric towel warmer, 
before putting the cat into the bath. Have an extra person available to bring the 
towels to you. He will enjoy being rubbed with the warm towels after you have 
insulted him with the bath.  
 
You can use a blow dryer, after you have mopped up any excess water with the 
towels. However, the noise of the blow dryer may be something your Maine Coon 
has to get used to over time. If you use a blow dryer, brush or comb him as you 
dry him. This is especially recommended if you are preparing for a show, so that 
his fur doesn’t have a messy appearance.  
 
After his bath, wipe his face with a cat wipe, and also wipe out his ears. You may 
need cotton swabs and alcohol if the ears are especially dirty inside, but don’t dip 
down too far! 
 
This is a good time to look at his teeth. Most cats keep their teeth very clean, and 
don’t have any build up if you give them tarter control treats. Just check by 
pulling the top of his mouth up. Look for chipped or broken teeth – and if you find 
any, bring him into see his veterinarian for treatment. A broken tooth hurts – 
whether you are a cat or a human! 
 
Again, unless you are showing your Maine Coon, very little is required of you in 
terms of grooming. If this is the case, the only time he should have a bath is 
when he needs a medicated shampoo for dry skin or for flea and tick treatment. 
You will, however, need to keep his nails clipped, brush him, check his teeth from 
time to time, and possibly clean any visible dirt out of his ears on a regular basis.  
 
Otherwise, he is perfectly capable of grooming himself. He will not stink, and as 
far as he is concerned, he does a fabulous job of keeping himself tidy. He is very 
proud of his beautiful fur, and will work to keep it tangle free and dirt free. If you 
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do bathe him on a regular basis, he may become used to it – but the chances are 
very good that he will never enjoy it. 
 
Also, remember that like humans, cats have unique personalities, and are 
capable of showing emotion. After that bath, you should expect him to pout a bit 
and possibly even to be angry with you for a little while. You’ll most likely find him 
under the bed.  

Special Health Considerations 
 
 
The average life span of a Maine Coon is fifteen years, but they have been 
known to live as long as twenty-one years, if they remain healthy throughout their 
lives and are well cared for.  
 
Maine Coon Cats have all of the same health concerns that other breeds of cats 
have. They can get heart worms, leukemia, cancer, or any other disease that any 
other animal can get. The way to avoid these common pet health problems is to 
have your Maine Coon examined by a licensed veterinarian at least once a year, 
and keep his vaccinations up-to-date.  
 
Other than this, there are five other special health concerns for Maine Coon Cats. 
These include genetic problems, Cardiomyopathy, hip dysplasia, polycystic 
kidney disease, and believe it or not, gum disease.  
 
Cardiomyopathy is a condition where the left ventricle of the heart becomes thick 
and stiff. This can lead to heart failure. You should have your Maine Coon tested 
for this condition between the ages of one and seven. The test is done with a 
cardiac ultrasound at your veterinarian’s office. There is a gene that can be 
tested for the possibility of your Maine Coon developing cardiomyopathy. Many 
breeders – good ones – test their Maine Coons before breeding them, in an effort 
to end this genetic problem.  
 
Note that the Maine Coon can develop cardiomyopathy even if he is not 
genetically disposed to it, but the occurrence of this happening is not as frequent. 
This is caused by a deficiency in taurine in his diet. If he is genetically disposed 
to cardiomyopathy, there is no cure for it. However, miraculously, if he is not 
predisposed to it genetically, and he develops it anyway, he can be treated with a 
special diet that contains more taurine.  
 
Hip Dysplasia is a condition that occurs in humans, dogs, and some breeds of 
cats. It occurs in dogs more than in cats or humans, and humans are less likely 
to develop hip dysplasia than either dogs or cats. Hip Dysplasia is also inherited 
genetically, and many good breeders are working to only breed Maine Coon Cats 
that do not have this mutation in their genes with others that do not have it, to 
produce Maine Coon Cats that are safe from the disease.  
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Overall, hip dysplasia can only be diagnosed by your veterinarian, with a series 
of x-rays taken at different intervals during the first few years of the cat’s life. 
However, there are certain signs that you can look for yourself as well. If your cat 
is not jumping a lot, or he seems ‘stiff’ or sore when waking up, you may need to 
have him checked. He also may not be as playful as usual, and may try to avoid 
jumping or climbing at all.  
 
Hip dysplasia can be treated. Initial treatment includes anti-inflammatory 
medication and pain medication, if it is needed. Note that most cats with hip 
dysplasia will actually hide pain, until it becomes serious to them. You won’t 
know it if they are a little sore.  
 
At home, you will be asked to limit opportunities for the cat to jump or climb, so 
that he can heal. You can avoid problems associated with hip dysplasia by 
making sure that your Maine Coon cat does not develop a weight problem as 
well. For severe hip dysplasia, surgery can be performed to correct the problem, 
and the cat will go on to fully recover and live a long and healthy life – but this is 
expensive surgery in most cases.  
 
Polycystic Kidney Disease is genetically inherited, and typically shows up in older 
Maine Coon Cats. The kidneys will be enlarged, and will have cysts in or on 
them. The cysts actually exist from birth, but are very small. It is only when these 
cysts start to grow that the problems start occurring. Polycystic Kidney disease 
results in renal failure, which means that the kidneys have failed.  
 
PKD, as Polycystic Kidney Disease is known, can be diagnosed with an 
ultrasound test. Testing can be done from the time that the Maine Coon is eight 
weeks old, but again, it is easier to detect in older cats. PKD is not contagious. 
The disease is treated with specific changes in the diet, but unfortunately, there 
is no cure. PKD is being addressed by breeders and veterinarians alike. Good 
breeders will have their breeding cats tested for PKD before breeding them, in an 
attempt to breed PKD out of the species.  
 
Other genetic problems may occur with inbreeding. Again, good breeders are 
working to stop the problems caused by inbreeding by making sure that they are 
not using breeding cats that are closely related by blood.  
 
Gum disease that Maine Coon Cats are subject to is the same gum disease that 
humans are susceptible to. Be on the lookout for red or swollen gums, and if you 
discover such, take your Maine Coon to the veterinarian for proper treatment. 
Gum disease is not fatal, but it can cause pain, and be quite miserable to live 
with if it isn’t treated.  
 
In spite of these special health problems, Maine Coon Cats are remarkably 
healthy, and quite resilient when compared to other cat breeds. Again, they can 
live to be up to 21 years old, with the average being 15 years. If you take them to 
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the vet for regular checkups, and you and your vet are aware of, and on the 
lookout for, the health problems that are common in your Maine Coon, the 
chances are good that you can catch anything early, and obtain appropriate, 
successful treatment.  
 
 
 

Finding a Maine Coon Cat 
 
 
So, you want a purebred Maine Coon Cat, but don’t know where to find one? 
Surely you don’t have to go all the way to Maine to get a cat! The fact is that you 
can find Maine Coon Cats all over the United States, as well as in many other 
countries – if you know where to look.  
 
First note that not all breeders are good breeders. You should only work with 
animal shelters, Maine Coon rescue shelters, or breeders who are members of 
the Maine Coon Breeders and Fanciers Association. The place that you choose 
to get your Maine Coon Cat depends on a few different things.  
 
For example, if you just want a Maine Coon to love, and to be a part of your 
family – but not to show – you should consider getting one from a local animal 
shelter or a Maine Coon rescue shelter. In many cases, these places will not 
have the pedigree information, but often, if you are not planning to show the cat, 
this won’t matter to you.  
 
If you will be showing the cat, you need to find a breeder who can give you 
pedigree documentation. The cost of buying a Maine Coon Cat will vary from one 
breeder to the next, but the average cost is about $600. Again, however, not all 
breeders are good breeders, and you need to know what to look for. Also note 
that good breeders often have waiting lists for their litters, and you may not be 
able to get a Maine Coon Cat right away.  
 
Because there are Maine Coons who need homes, however, let’s start with the 
Maine Coon Rescue, which is a national non-profit organization in the United 
States. Their website is located at http://mainecoonrescue.com. The cost of 
adopting a pet through the Maine Coon Rescue is as follows: 
 

• $150 for kittens who are spayed or neutered, mix breed. 
• $100 for mix breed kittens who are too young for spaying or neutering 
• $125 for mixed adult cats, between one and nine years old 
• $100 for mixed and pure adult cats, 10 years or older 
• $100 for special needs cats 
• $200 for pure Maine Coons, aged seven to ten years 
• $250 for pure Maine Coons, aged one to six years 
• $300 for pure Maine Coon kittens 
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The cats that are cared for through the Maine Coon Rescue are currently in 
foster homes, but looking for permanent homes. This means that they are 
currently being cared for by people who love Maine Coons. The foster parents 
are not paid to care for them.  
 
If you don’t find what you are looking for through the Maine Coon Rescue, your 
next option is to find a breeder. A breeder should be breeding Maine Coons, and 
raising the kittens until they are sold. They shouldn’t just be ‘farming’ kittens. 
There is a difference. 
 
You want a breeder who shows that they really do care about the cats – not one 
that is just in it for the money. The kittens will preferably be strictly indoor cats. 
Ideally, they will already be used to humans and possibly other pets as well. Ask 
questions about the care of the cats in their possession. Ask about tests that 
have been done on the parents, and inbreeding.  
 
A really good breeder will have plenty of questions of their own – and they will 
not work with just anybody, regardless of how much money you are willing to 
give them. Again, they have a genuine love and concern for the cats, and want to 
make sure that they get the best possible home. They will ask you questions 
concerning your home, other pets in the home, children, your work schedule, 
your views on de-clawing, and much more.  
 
In fact, most breeders will ask you to sign a contract with them, agreeing to 
certain things when it comes to your care of the cat. For instance, the contract 
may require you to keep the cat indoors, and not to have the cat de-clawed. How 
the cat is going to be treated and cared for when it leaves their home is very 
important to them.  
 
You need to have the ability to see the environment that the kitten was raised in. 
You also want the opportunity to meet his or her parents. Male cats, which are 
used for stud, must be kept separate from the females at the cattery. Otherwise, 
they will breed with their mothers and sisters, and inbreeding causes problems. 
Make sure that you are getting your kitten from a place where the males are kept 
separate.  
 
Also pay attention to the adult cats. If the cats run, hide, or appear to be nervous 
because of your presence, this is an indication that they are not given the 
attention that they need. It is not unusual for one cat in the place to be having a 
day where they don’t want to be messed with, but it would be highly unusual for 
all of the adults to be having such a day at the same time.  
 
Be wary of breeders who are raising more than two or three litters at a time. In 
fact, three litters of kittens is a lot to handle. Remember that Maine Coons are 
very people oriented, and require a great deal of attention. If there are too many 
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litters in the place, the cats are not getting the attention that they need, and this is 
no better than a puppy mill.  
 
All kittens are not the same, and you should be wary of any breeder who says so. 
A good breeder knows each kitten and each kittens personality. A good breeder 
will know which of his kittens will work best in different situations – such as which 
kitten will do better with an older couple who has no children, which kitten will do 
best with a busy household, etc. Listen to the breeder and their advice, if you 
have determined that they are a good breeder.  
 
A good breeder doesn’t mind being asked questions about their cats, the 
treatment of the cats, or the condition that the cats are raised in. In fact, they 
welcome it. If the breeder you are talking too seems put off by your questions, 
don’t do business with him.  
 
Don’t worry about picking your Maine Coon Kitten. Let him or her pick you. You 
will know which one it is. He or she will be the one that has apparently had his 
heart captured by you – and the one that has captured your heart – usually within 
just a few minutes with the litter. Here is a list of questions that you should ask 
your breeder, along with the appropriate responses: 
 
Question 1: Is your cattery registered?  
Answer: Yes 
 
Question 2: Do you show your cats? 
Answer: Yes, unless there is a good reason that they don’t. 
 
Question 3: Will I be allowed to see the pedigree for your litter? 
Answer: Yes. If there is no pedigree, walk away. 
 
Question 4: At what age can I take my kitten home? 
Answer: The breeder may say 10 weeks, but most will say 12 weeks.  
 
Question 5: Will my kitten be registered? 
Answer: Yes. The breeder should give you the blue slip for registering the kitten, 
which costs just $10. The blue slip is usually surrendered to you after you have 
had the kitten spayed or neutered.  
 
Question 6: Will you provide a written contract and health warranty? 
Answer: Yes. 
 
Question 7: Will you be vaccinating the kitten yourself? 
Answer: The answer to this could be yes or no, but either way, the kitten should 
see a veterinarian at least once before it leaves the breeders care.  
 
Question 8: Does this breed of cat have any special health problems? 
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Answer: Yes.  
 
Question 9: I want to show the kitten at some point. Can you help me out? 
Answer: Yes.  
 
If any other answers are given, be very cautious, and continue your search! 

Breed Standards for the Maine Coon Cat 
 
 
The Cat Fancier’s Association, which is the largest registry of pedigreed cats in 
the world, has set standards by which Maine Coon Cats are judged. These 
standards may be used when you select a Maine Coon Cat, or it may be used 
during shows, when the cats are judged.  
 
Points are awarded, up to a certain amount, for the head, the body, the coat, the 
color, and the balance. Let’s explore each area: 
 
The Head – 30 possible points. Up to 15 points will be awarded for the shape, 10 
points for the ears, and five points for the eyes (shape). Overall, the head should 
be of medium width with a longer length. The muzzle should be square in 
appearance, and the cheekbones should be high.  
 
The ears should be well shaped and tufted. They should have a wide base, and 
taper up into a well defined point. The eyes should be large, not squinty. They do 
have a slight slant, like other cats, but should be more round in shape, with the 
slant going outward.  
 
The Body – 30 possible points. Up to 15 points will be awarded for the shape, 5 
points for the neck, 5 points for the legs and feet, and 5 points for the tail. The 
body shape should be muscular, with a broad chest. It should also be long, but 
well proportioned, so that the cat has a rectangular appearance.  
 
The neck should be medium long, but not overly long. The legs and feet should 
be wide set and well proportioned with the rest of the body. They are expected to 
be of medium length, with straight forelegs and back legs. The paws should be 
tufted, and quite large. There should be four toes on the back feet, and five on 
the front. The tail should be long, with a wide base, and it should taper towards 
the end. The fur on the tail should be quite long, with a plumed appearance.  
 
The Coat – 20 possible points. The coat should be quite heavy. Shorter hair 
should be found on the shoulders, with longer hair on the stomach and britches. 
There should be a frontal ruff. The overall condition of the fur should be excellent, 
with a silky texture. If the entire coat is even, or the hair is too short, where it 
should be long, there will be a penalty.  
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Balance – 5 points possible. The Maine Coon Cat should have a nice balanced 
appearance, with everything being proportionate with everything else.  
 
The Color – 15 points possible. 10 points are awarded for body color, and five 
points are awarded for eye color. In judging the eye color, acceptable colors are 
green, gold, green-gold, and copper. Blue eyes are only acceptable if the color of 
the cat is white, or a bicolor that includes white if the cat is patterned.  
 
When it comes to color, there are numerous different classes. The first is the 
solid color class, followed by the Tabby Class, Brown Tabby Color Class, Brown 
Patched Tabby Color Class, Silver Tabby Color Class, Silver Patched Tabby 
Color Class, Red Tabby Color Class, and All Other Tabby Colors Class. 
 
The list continues with the classes that include white. These include Brown 
Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans), Brown Patched Tabby & White 
Color Class (including Vans), Silver Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans), 
Silver Patched Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans), Red Tabby & White 
Color Class (including Vans), and All Other Tabby & White Color Class (including 
Vans).  
 
Next, the color classes move to the Bi-Color Color Class (including Vans), the 
Parti-Color Color Class, the Parti-Color & White Color Class, the Shaded & 
Smoke Color Class, the Shaded/Smoke & White Color Class (including Vans), 
and finally, the Other Maine Coon Cat Color Class, which is a catch all class for 
any other colors.  
 
In terms of judging, no outcross breeds of the Maine Coon Cat are allowable. 
Cats with delicate bone structure are also disqualified. A kinked tail, crossed 
eyes, or an extra toe are also terms for disqualification, as well as white lockets, 
white spots, or white buttons. If a Maine Coon Cat shows signs of hybridization, 
which results in the colors of lavender or chocolate, or in a Himalayan pattern, 
this is also cause for disqualification.  
 
As you can see, there are many considerations when judging a Maine Coon Cat 
– especially at shows. You may have a beautiful Maine Coon, with an incredibly 
healthy coat – but this does not guarantee that your cat will receive a high score, 
because all other considerations are factored into the scoring as well.  
 
As early as 2005, the Cat Fancier’s Association (CFA) holds an annual banquet, 
where the top 25 kittens, the top 25 cats, and the top 25 cats in premiership are 
chosen. The banquet is held in June, and the top cats in each category are 
considered to be national winners, allowing their pedigrees to include NW in the 
cat’s name. Division winners, however, must use the letters DW in their name, if 
they are not also national winners, or until they become national winners.  
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You may ask what qualifies the CFA to judge your Maine Coon Cat. Well, the 
CFA is world renowned for their knowledge and professionalism, and judges who 
are selected as CFA judges are well trained. Anyone selected for the Judging 
Program through the CFA must also have already been a successful breeder, 
and should have competed in numerous shows and exhibitions themselves. 
These judges must also pass written exams that cover indepth information 
concerning the various breed standards and show rules to demonstrate their 
knowledge and ability.  

Connecting with Other Maine Coon Cat Owners 
 
 
If you want to connect with other Maine Coon Cat owners, it isn’t hard. In fact, 
there may be an organization for Maine Coon Cat owner’s right under your nose. 
On top of local organizations, you can also easily connect with other owners 
online.  
 
First, check to see if you do have any local organizations, or local chapters of 
national organizations. One way to do this is to ask the breeder that you work 
with. The breeder will often be a member of national organization, and often a 
local organization as well, if one exists. 
 
Attend cat shows. This is an excellent way to connect with other Maine Coon Cat 
owners. Cat shows are held throughout the year, in numerous cities around the 
world. Watch your local paper, or visit the websites of national organizations, 
such as the CFA to see when and where shows are scheduled.  
 
Here are some other sources where you can seek out other Maine Coon Cat 
owners: 
 
 
Maine Coon Breeders and Fanciers Association 
http://www.mcbfa.org/ 
 
Native Maine Coon Cat Association 
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/2250/nmcca.html 
 
Virtual Maine Coon Cat Club 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/virtualmainecooncatclub/ 
 
United Maine Coon Fanciers – Australia 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/UMCFA/ 
 
Maine Coon Photos Email List 
http://de.groups.yahoo.com/group/maine_coon_fotos/ 
 
Maine Coon Russian Blue 

Natural Pet Health Blog http://www.natural-pet-care.com/natural-pet-health-blog/ For Your Pets

Remedies4.com http://www.remedies4.com/ Free Natural Health Ebooks

http://www.mcbfa.org/
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/2250/nmcca.html
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/virtualmainecooncatclub/
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/UMCFA/
http://de.groups.yahoo.com/group/maine_coon_fotos/
http://www.natural-pet-care.com/natural-pet-health-blog/
http://www.remedies4.com/


http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/MaineCoon_RussianBlue/ 
 
Coons and Wegies 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/coonsandwegies/ 
 
Maine Coonz Club 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/Mainecoonzclub/ 
 
Maine Coon Guild – UK 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/mainecoonguild-org-uk/ 
 
Maine Coon Polydactyl International 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/mcpolysinternational/ 
 
Maine Coon Polys 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/mcpolys/ 
 
Maine Coon Lovers 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/maine_coon_lovers/ 
 
Maine Coon Alliance Rescue Network 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/MCRescue/ 
 
MCATS 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/mcats/ 
 
Maine Coon Rescue 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/mainecoonrescue/ 
 
 
Note that the majority of these are email clubs or lists. They are very busy lists, 
and some have a thousand members or more. You might want to set up a 
special email account just for mail that will be received from the groups that you 
join. Join just one list at a time, until you see how much email you can handle 
from those lists each day.  
 
You also have the option of choosing the digest version for each list. This means 
that you will be emailed just once or twice a day, with all of the messages sent to 
the mailing list contained in those one or two emails. This is highly recommended 
for busy lists.  
 
Do not take these groups lightly. These are serious Maine Coon enthusiasts, and 
you will glean a great deal of information from the people that you connect with 
through these mailing lists.  
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Also note that some list requires paid membership before you will be able to 
actually participate (read or write) on the list. For the ones that are hosted 
through Yahoo, you will need a free Yahoo account to join the lists.  
 
Virtual connections are wonderful, but also seek out connections with other 
owners in your local area as well. Not only will you learn a great deal, but you will 
also find life long friends who share your love of Maine Coon Cats.  
 
 

Things to Consider before Adopting 
 
 
As mentioned earlier, you will have lots of questions for the breeder that you are 
working with – and they will have lots of questions for you as well. However, 
there are many questions that you need to ask yourself before you decide to 
adopt a Maine Coon Cat, or any other pet. Here are some very important 
questions: 
 

1. Can you afford a pet? Owning a pet is more than just providing food and 
water. There are also veterinarian bills, vitamins, medications, toys, and 
other expenses associated with owning a pet. These expenses may also 
include pet deposits if you live in a rental.  

 
2. Do you have time for a pet? If you work, that’s fine. However, if you are 

one of those people who are only home long enough to sleep and change 
clothes; you probably don’t need a pet. Being left alone all of the time isn’t 
fair to the pet – especially if the pet is very sociable, like the Maine Coon 
Cat.  

 
3. Can you keep the pet indoors? Many Maine Coon Cat breeders won’t 

even sell a cat to you unless you agree – in writing – that you will be 
keeping the cat indoors. The cat can, however, be trained to a harness 
and leash, and this is advised. Otherwise, it has been proven that cats live 
longer, healthier – and even happier – lives when they are indoor cats.  

 
4. Will you be moving in the next fifteen years? If you currently rent, and cats 

are allowed, can you be sure that when and if you move, cats will be 
allowed at your new place? It is definitely something to consider.  

 
5. What will you do with the pet when you can’t take it with you? You will 

most likely be taking short trips, and possibly even extended vacations. If 
you cannot take the pet with you, who will take care of it while you are 
away? Also note that being separated from their humans for long periods 
of time can be very distressful for a pet.  
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6. Why do you want a pet? Do you want it because it is small and cute and 
cuddly? This may be the wrong reason. Those kittens and puppies grow 
up to be cats and dogs. Will you still love it and want it then? It may soil 
your floor or scratch up your furniture. Is this going to be a huge deal to 
you – or will you love the pet forever anyway?  

 
Pets are fun – but they are a great deal of responsibility as well. Make sure that 
you are adopting your Maine Coon Cat for all of the right reasons and that you 
are truly prepared for all of the responsibilities, including those of a financial 
nature, before adopting. It’s only fair to the cat! 

A Word about Breeding Maine Coon Cats 
 
 
Let’s wrap up this report with a word about breeding Maine Coon Cats. Earlier, 
when you found out how much money these cats sell for you may have seen 
dollar signs dancing before your eyes. Before you run out and buy two Maine 
Coons to breed, let’s think about this… 
 
Yes, the kittens sell for anywhere between $600 and $1000 – and sometimes 
more. But – aside from other factors where breeding is concerned – you must 
realize that there are also expenses that must be paid. The stud and queen must 
be acquired – and they must have outstanding pedigrees for your litters to have 
any real value. The stud and queen, therefore, will not come cheaply.  
 
Second, you have to make sure that the studs and queens stay healthy and are 
well cared for. The litters must all be taken to the veterinarian before they are 
sold as well. There are also expenses for food, toys, vitamins, and much more.  
 
You also need space – lots of space. Most people who want to purchase Maine 
Coon Cats want those that have lived among people as kittens. This means that 
they need to live in your home – under your feet. Stashing them in a back room 
will not only be detrimental to their sociability, but also won’t attract many buyers. 
You need to have enough space in your home to live with at least eight cats at a 
time.  
 
The adult males have to be separated from the females, unless they are 
breeding. This is because they will actually try to mate with their sisters and 
mothers, which is inbreeding, which in turn creates genetic problems that good 
breeders avoid.  
 
None of this is being said to discourage you. If you have a true love for Maine 
Coon Cats – and you can see beyond dollar signs – it may be a wonderful thing 
for you to do. If this is the case, start with your own Maine Coon Cat. Develop a 
personal relationship with your breeder. 
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After you have gotten to know the breeder – and your Maine Coon Cat well, take 
the time to learn as much about the breed as you possibly can, and then ask 
your breeder to mentor you. Most top breeders will be happy to show you the 
ropes when it comes to shows – which you should be participating in long before 
you start breeding Maine Coon Cats – and will even help you learn what you 
need to know about becoming a top breeder as well.  
 
Maine Coon Cats are very special cats – as are the people who love them, breed 
them, show them, and even those who judge them. Hopefully, this information 
has shown you just how special the world of Maine Coon Cats really is.  
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