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| ntroducti on

“1' TS AN | NVASI ON! EVERYBODY RU

A |l ong time ago, Orson Welles struck fear [
those very words when he aired the radio pr
people believing that our world was being i1

sure destruction.

Il n this book, however, the invasion is by
aliens. I n this booKERMIeTES t alluksith gatsh ewoiutth
Worl ds” , termites can cause destruction, bu
cause is far worse than anything any fictit

are real!

Termites are |iving, breathing, eating anno
ownme should be worried about. They can make
cause devastation before you even realize it
property with a structure on it, you need to

You shoul d knloavo kwhlaitk ¢ ,n ewh a't kind of damage

wha't you can do to keep them from taking o

owner, and, before writing this book, neve
termite infestation.

Now, I am consltamkilnyg oautt st dle f oundation of
basement i nspecting the rafters, and in the
|l ittle scavengers can | ive.

Many people aré hpystdohi kermal |y think about
are buyingmea trheaw hoequires a termite inspec

decl ared termite free, the home owner puts
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his or her mind and goes about I ife with no

|l ittle creatures.

The truthyos ¢&ma have an infestation of ter
has been declared termite free. There are
get into inside the pages of this book.

Even though someone has said “Yow mewerno t
wi || which is why you need to always be awa

what to do to make them go away and stay awa

Oof cour se, you al ways hear the advice that
nothing could be furnhhegonufrnraket hdettume. t oW
the common termite as well as know what typ
you are taking the first step toward protec
never have too mu c h education fcar ytoeurrmi t e

i nvest ment !

So what we are going to do with this book i s
We ' | | show you what they | ook | ike, educate
to | ook for when inspecting for dbhmage, and

termites.

Don’t worry if you think there’s an invasio
j ust termites. And they can be controll ed.

worl d of-atserdmistgeusst i ng as they are!
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Chapt €Wh alt Ar mi fTes ?

(Return to Contents)

I n the basic definition, termites are small
especially —-daandp rveosoednbl e smal | white ants.
more than that! |l n actual-djtuys,twHe ekiedntaed s ar e
|l ive with a specific social order to take ca
That’' ssthieglet are actually | evels of termite |
Because they are soci al insects, bebasgseype
they don’t possess the same skills that we
done. But, get things done, they certainly
Ther e ar e basically five |l evel s of ter mit
reproducti ve, the kingtiacdi veel gueénhasEat
when it comes to the colony. Termites have
ants”, and t-hveerrey —adricewid afraw i es bet ween the t\
Ants also Ilive in coloniesfiwd tfhureatcihon s vwilt
communi ty. They all work together to make
peace having food and protection. Not so wur
we |l | as ants can be damaging to onur tshtermuct ur
around.

That’' s why we need to better understand ho
understand this part of their Iiving enviror
are, of course, t-ahkicrhg iasbovwhtatt @rhmist &0k i s

Let’ ¢ swiah the worker termite. The worker 1
pole in the termite colony. They are the on
| east amount of appreciation and satisfactioc
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t hey auneannnst ohr there could be an wuprising!

little termite union demanding respect for t

Worker termitesohaveds bfotd, elsi glar el y mor e t he

grains of rice. Thewnmadesl y hlaegaveaent ie odnarn e
the soil and into the woodfeourf rhaanerss od dauy,l
forage for food, mai ntain the nest, and tenc¢
called nymphs, groom and ifeedheneolowony her an

The worker termites are the ones that peopl
white ants” as that i's what they most cl ose
maj ority of t he col ony popul ati on and ar e
congttrilng and maintaining tunnels, foraging f

of ot her caste members.

Wor ker termites are usually seen when a pi
exposing the termites. When exposed to |[|ig
qgui ckly run for cover. They instinctively Kk
Now is where the notwebrgrgatngato sbmeasyou

Pl ease be advised t hat t he wor ker termite |

Howeversshowudu know what they | ook |1 ke. So |

Here it comes ..........
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E WWW, right? Wel | I guess if you are a t
vi sual I mage, but for the average person | il
my sepitnhi nking of them being in my home!

But then we move up to the —-ndxt sloevdeleroft etr ime
Soldier termites are t-hes pdedieanldleyr sf rodm tahret sc

come in and destroy the colony.

Sol di er t ee miatnesorhaan g e col ored rectangul ar
mandi bul ate pinchers which they wustehetior crus

arch enemy in the insect worl d.

The Western subterranean termite sol dier ha:
hol e) ian ftohreehead wused to squirt a white sti

defense mechani sm against ants.
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The soldier termite is wusually the first t
active termite workings (mud shelter tubes
Sol dier termites wild.l rush out to guard the

the breach.

Here is a picture of a soldier termite:

The next | evel of termites in the colony wol
are also known as They rerpg odoomornlkeyg. seen w
swarm during daylight; they have eyes; are ¢
wi nd. They Il and, drop their wings, and f i nc

a new termite colony.

The western subterrmearcesananer mbobet swa 8" | on
wings) with a dark brown body and a small f

How To Prevent Termite I ntrusion 1mf63
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head. Their wings are brownish grey with t wc

of the front wings. ThetHamnhi wd nwi ng. di stin

Il n the northern part of their range, swar min
rai n. I n the southern areas, swar ming usual
emi tted i n their t housands when a mat ur e

estlabshed.

Western subterranean termites swarm in | ar ge
a mate from another colony nest to start wup
nesting should provide moisture and a readi/|
by.

Here i s what a typical swarmer termite | ooks

KT

At the next | evel i n the colony are the ki ng
gueen in creating and attending to the col ol

continue to matla ftehrtoudtedypt imicy ease the col

The King’s body wil/ range from % to 5/8" |

are equal in size and shape that extend beyo
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is slightly smaller thanlthedguken in sbker

abdomen.

Here 1 s a picture of a King termite alongsic

the two:

g =
queen

The Queen is the “ruler” of the colony and
termite. The Queen tertiatye ngr egtgess atnlde t emldo 1
colony wuntil enough workers and nymphs are
She can live for more than ten years and pr
Colonies can each several millioguéenmites

who al so produce eggs.

She is slightly Il onger in |l ength than the K
bet ween %" and 5/ 8". Her abdomen i1s | ightei
striped.
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Since most people think efprtebatlty ss hacsu lsdmatl
how to tell the difference between the two.
di fferent other than the fact that they are
the difference between the t wo.

First, ants hBnHavereamntesnbet but the ant’ s
while the termite’s antennbhekear se@mentnmp.l e A
have eyes while termites do not

Ants have a waist that falls between the th
do noe¢ .tefMmi te’s abdomen is blunt at the eno
pointed at the end.

Here’ s a picture of an ant and a termite si
di fferences first hand:

Pt :
,,”_4"-. : l-"l: -l

| ’ ! o . = .

il 5 ; : ._._.-.3-.:;:"'- Termite. Photo: Courdesy of James
e 3 T Engelbert, Head Conserator, Australian
Ant (Camponotus spd. Photo: @ B Hulber. Mational Maritime Museum.

There are basically two typemibéstandi Deywgo

termites. Whil e they are essentially simil

Let

s explore them next

How To Prevent Termite I ntrusion 1363



How To

Prevent

Termite

ChapteGr oc2und and Drywood Ter mi

(Return to Contents)

Mo s t people just think a tbkhamitenits

types of termites are ground and

similar and some are different. Let’
Drywood Ter mGround Ter mi

Food Cellulose (d|Cellulose (d
wood and woolwood and woo
products) products)

Moi stur e No outside mRequire an o
need&€@an survimoi stureTbDbDs
a small amoulmay be from
moi sture wit|leaky pl umbi

etc. .

Envirommen Col onies liviNormally 1|iwv
wood and do |in th€asokebkt
contact withj{a nest above

acceptabl e m
sour ce iBuifloc
protective m
l ead from th
home.an move
within soil

environment a
require.

Col ony Size |[SMALL (few h|LARGE (A
thousand ter|{wekbtablishe
me mber s. ) may contain

mi |l |l 1 on Soemmem
species have
smal l er col o
sevaelr t housan
me mber s. )

Evidence of "Sa-hdke" pel|{l) Mud Tubes
"droppKngk't.|{from the gro
holes on thejstructure or
ceilings or from walls a
|l nfestation |2) Heavy ter
years beforelswarming wit
droppings is|{structure

3) Slits in
slits)
4) Uncharact

How To Prevent Termite Intrusion 1Hf6 3
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waviness in
Preventativell) Use treat|{l) Install a
during const{monitoring o
2) Coat dreyd |[system at th
wood or expojstructure
end cuts wit|{2) Perform t
appropriate |the soil bef
3) Seal al/l construction
crevices wit|aprpopri ate t ¢
3) Eli minate
conducive to
Control Meas|Light Activi|**Prevention
1)l ocateuki bgeducation, d
2) lightly-plelimination
out hol e conditions a
3) inject apleffective an
insecticodée |efficient co
hol e. measumMhe.n ac
4) Seaoutkihcoklli s already p
caul k. the structur
termiticide.
Heavy Activit
Tent fumigat
Damage Level |[Minimal* Some species
* When compaj/subterranean
subterraneanjcan consume
t er miTtagkse.s upgof wood per
t wo years fo
activity to

As you can see from ntdhet eacalbbo e st aalrlee,t hger ooun e

really don’t want to have infesting your ho
termites i n your home, but ground termites
damage in the | east amount of ti mat aRememb

much at 15 pounds of wood per week!

At the surface ground termites create mud tu
of a structure. These tubes provide a prot

your home.
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Ot her | ess obvi owlsude:cess points in
through construction joints
through retaining wall jJoints and crac
through fl oor cracks over 1/16th"
through plumbi ng, electrical, or other

Ground termites can <create secondary nests

coloniesé&. indbpendent nests may survive inde
water source is availabl e. Common interior
plumbing | eaks, | eaky showers or tubs, toile
be | ocated cfomrt reoflf.ecti ve

Because of dehydration, ground termites die
environment due to their thin exoskeleton.

protect them from predators they build prot
mo s tt hoef t i me.

These pests also produce a chemical odor c
termites, in the colony follow to find food
We spoke earlier about where ground termites
l'ive i n, and manybefquihtoes ei mprbess icvaen. Thes
over foundation wall s, support piers, si ||

stand al one. The mud tubes are typically ¢
sometimes can be thicker and much, much | arg
Temi t es construct these tubes for shelter
underground colonies and the structure. To
active, the tubes may be broken open and cft

creawmtlyite worker termites.
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f a tube happens to be vacant, it does not
i s i nacti ve; termites often abandon section

the structure. But i f you do find mud tubes

This is wabhttarmype mud tube wil/ l ook | i ke

Il n some places of the worl d, termite mud t

Sstructures. Check out some of these gigant.i

How To Prevent Termite I ntrusion 1df63













































































































































