
Puppy Buying Dilemma: Pet Shop Or 
Breeder? 

 
Knowledgeable pet owners, when approached by a novice with the question of where to buy 
a pet, usually recommend buying from a breeder rather than from a pet shop. 
 
The advantages of the breeder-bought pet are many, yet the disadvantages of dealing with 
these breeders are often so discouraging that many prospective buyers resort to purchasing 
their pets through retail establishments.  
 
In this article, we would like to explore the advantages and disadvantages of dealing with 
each: the breeder or the pet shop. 
 
Pet Shops: The Dungeons Of Pet Suppliers? 
 
Most people envision the average pet shop as a dark, dank, far from fragrant place where 
animals suffering from a variety of ills, crowded into small, stuffy cages, can be bought for 
outrageous prices. Sadly, this is all too often the case. 
 
The pup you buy in a pet shop is often bloated with worms, teary-eyed, sniffling and, what is 
far worse, not inoculated. Little or no health guarantee is offered and the prices charged for 
pet quality animals in a pet shop can sometimes purchase a breeding, or even show quality 
animal, via a reputable breeder. 
 
Pups (and kittens too), are frequently sold at five and six weeks of age – far too early for 
these extremely delicate infants to be placed in new homes, much less in a disease-filled pet 
shop. 
 
Then too, little practical advice is given new owners on the care and feeding of the newly 
acquired pet. The new “parents” are left strictly to their own devices to raise their young pups. 
The pet shop owner is frequently unqualified to acquaint owners with the peculiarities of 
whatever breed they have purchased. 
 
There Is Some Good News Here 
 
On the positive side of pet shops, we must list, first and foremost, availability. Puppies are on 
the premises, ready to be bought and, for the right price, the purchaser can immediately take 
home any pup he desires.  
 
Variety, too, is a significant factor, especially for those buyers who have not definitely decided 
what breed of dog they want to own. Then too is the lure of all those delightful pet accessories 
with which the average owner immediately overwhelms his new pet with. 
 
And, when buying a purebred puppy from a pet shop, the new owner generally receives his 
registration and/or pedigree papers immediately with no lengthy waiting period involved. 
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The 2 Breeder Types 
 
There are, on the other hand, essentially two types of breeder: the “professional” breeder and 
the “backyard” breeder.  
 
The former may have one or several brood females, using his own or other complementary 
lines as a stud. He is well-versed in genetics, especially those factors dealing with his own 
favorite breed. He is usually deeply involved in the show circuit, spending great amounts of 
time and money to show his line of dogs. 
 
The backyard breeder owns a purebred female of undetermined – and frequently 
unquestionable – quality who does not necessarily even have “papers” to prove her purebred 
ancestry.  
 
He breeds his dog, usually a family pet, to a neighborhood male whose background and 
quality do not usually concern him, with no regard to complementary genetic factors, 
temperament, or lineage. 
 
His pups are usually priced considerably lower than those of the professional breeder, but 
they can in no way compare in quality of appearance and temperament with those bred by the 
professional. 
 
Dealing with the backyard breeder is similar in many ways to dealing with the pet shop. The 
pups are sold at an early age – sometimes without some or all of their inoculations. His pups 
may be unstable in temperament and unpredictable in size and general appearance. And 
while these pups sometimes come equipped with “papers”, they often resemble the typical 
dogs of their breed in name only. 
 
The professional breeder deals in dogs that are good representatives of their breed. While not 
all champions, by any means, the pups raised by the professional breeder carry good 
temperaments, are stable and trustworthy, and resemble the standards drawn up by the 
American Kennel Club for their particular breed.  
 
Prices depend on the quality of each pup – either pet, breeding, or show – and the purchaser 
interested in a pet quality dog often receives a better price than in the pet shop where all pups 
of any one breed are priced identically, regardless of quality (although the males are often 
priced higher than the females). 
 
Pups raised by professional breeders are usually held until they are at least three months of 
age. Too, they are inoculated, wormed and checked by a reputable veterinarian before they 
are sold, generally with a lengthy health guarantee. 
 
The Cons Of Buying From A Professional Breeder 
 
On the other hand, trying to purchase a pup from a breeder can be an unnerving experience. 
The breeders seldom live close enough so that you can visit and choose your puppy. In many 
cases the puppy must be shipped to you, sight unseen, hundreds or thousands of miles.  
 
From the initial written or telephone inquiry to the final acquisition of a dog can exhaust weeks 
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