
Report: Canine Eye Problems & 
Solutions 

 
To understand the various reasons why your dog may come down with a serious eye 
problem, you need know some important information on the genetic make-up of these 
animals. 
 
For example, the normal dog has eyelashes on the upper lid only. They are in three to four 
rows, so close together that they appear as one single row. They are directed away from the 
cornea.  
 
In abnormal conditions, several eyelashes may be misplaced. These hairs are located so that 
they are directed toward the very sensitive cornea. The initial irritant may not be associated 
with these hairs, but will act as the exciting mechanism of a vicious circle. 
 
The irritant causes the animal discomfort and produces blinking. The blinking produces 
increased pressure by the lids on the cornea, leading to further irritation induced by the 
aberrant eyelashes.  
 
This irritation further aggravates the blinking and spasms of the muscles occur, thus 
completing the cycle. The end result is severe corneal irritation which requires veterinarian 
attention. 
 
The Goal Of Veterinarian Treatment 
 
The object of treatment is to interrupt this vicious circle by determining and removing the initial 
irritant if still present. The defect that is present is treated also. 
 
The usual method used to eliminate the aberrant hairs is “electrolysis,” in which the hairs are 
destroyed by electronically produced heat.  Our preference is to remove surgically the entire 
row of abnormal hairs. 
 
Professional help is strongly recommended to treat this problem. The use of home remedies 
and pet store drugs may be the most devastating mistake the dog owner can make. All 
medications used for eye diseases should be discarded when therapy has been completed.  
 
Many medications that are used routinely are extremely toxic when ingested, and therefore 
the well-being of our children and pets should be a prime concern. 
 
Just like humans, domesticated animals like dogs and cats are affected by the health hazards 
of modern living. Pollution, poor nutrition, stress and unhealthy lifestyles can lead to a variety 
of illnesses and conditions that are very similar to those experienced by humans. 

In fact, many, if not most pet health concerns can be addressed by helping your pets to live a 
healthier lifestyle. While it has its place, conventional medicine for animals and „modern 
technology‟ have failed our pets in many ways. 
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According to pet expert and author CJ Puotinen, most holistic veterinarians and animal health 
care professions list annual vaccinations and commercial pet foods as the major contributory 
cause in the rising rates of chronic illness in pets today. This has led many veterinarians to 
search for alternatives and to espouse more holistic methods of keeping our pets healthy. 

Natural remedies for humans have been used with great effect for the pets in the family. 
Therefore, how could  the need for remedies especially designed and formulated for pets, 
with pet friendly doses and remedies which could be easily administered to dogs and cats, be 
ignored? 

Out of this obvious need was born PetAlive – a range of herbal, homeopathic and 
nutraceutical remedies to help with a variety of ailments commonly experienced by pets. 
Formulated by a clinical psychologist, all PetAlive remedies are pharmaceutically 
manufactured to the highest standards, are 100% guaranteed, safe and effective to help your 
pet battle common illnesses and ailments and maintain optimum health. 
 
Excess Tearing 
 
A condition of great concern to fanciers of the Poodle, Maltese, Shih Tzu, and other small, 
light colored dogs is “epiphora”, or excess tearing. It is a problem primarily in the lighter 
colored dogs. However, we see it also in dark colored dogs, but it's simply not as noticeable. 
 
Many things may be responsible for this very distressing problem. Among them are: 
 
1) Misplaced eyelashes (as discussed above). 
 
2) The tear duct which drains the tears from the eye may be abnormally positioned. 
 
3) A small island of hair which may grow from the corner of the eye next to the nose, may act 
as a wick and tears will then overflow. 
 
4) There may be overproduction of tears without apparent irritation. 
 
5) There may be an abnormal position of the inner corner of the eyelids next to the nose 
referred to as “medical entropion”. 
 
6) There is recent evidence of a potential metabolic defect associated with porphyrin 
metabolism. 
 
When one reviews all of the possible causes, it becomes apparent that there is no single 
treatment that can cure this condition. 
 
Some authorities recommend low levels of oxytetracyclines in the food daily, and others 
recommend surgical removal of the gland in the third eyelid. However, it is the opinion of 
many veterinarians that thorough evaluation of the entire condition is necessary in order to 
arrive at a definitive diagnosis and a specific treatment. 
 
In summary, there is no therapeutic panacea for abnormal tearing and much more research is 
necessary to elucidate all the mechanisms predisposing to it, as well as treatments that will 
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