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Report: Handling The Handicapped Pet

God forbid you ever have to face the day if your family pet gets one of its limbs torn off by a
hit and run. This nightmare happened last year to our four-year-old Beagle.

Here is what happened:

Every morning we had the same routine; Cleopatra would scratch at the door to wake me up
at dawn. She would get all excited knowing that her morning walk was just a few minutes
away.

Slowly | would get out of bed to wash my face and make my way to the living room, all the
while my dog would practically dance circles around me with excitement.

Our morning walks were not just for her to use the bathroom. We had fun. | brought treats and
Cleopatra would show me tricks for praise and a tasty snack. With the beach only a few
blocks away we would race each other down the shore. It was beautiful. It was heaven - until
that terrible morning...

The street that we lived on was typically non-existent with traffic during our walks, but this
particular morning | was sick with the flu and did not get up until 2 hours beyond our 6am
time.

As | slowly made my way to the font door and to leash up Cleopatra, | decided to open the
door first to grab the newspaper. But | forgot to leash her first.

That was a mistake because as soon as | opened the door a neighbor's cat creeped by and
its eyes locked with Cleopatra's eyes. That was enough to send my dog racing like there was
no tomorrow to catch the cat.

The next thing | hear was a “THUMP” and then a screeching halt by vehicle tires.

As | turned the corner to see what was happening all | saw was smoke from a white truck
taking off as he spun his tires and my poor little dog laying in the street, blood everywhere,
her back leg hanging on by a thread of skin.

It was terrible. And through several operations and much love and patience from her family,
Cleopatra would then become used to living with 3 limbs. But it was hard, more for me and
the rest of the family than for the dog. It was almost as if | was the one amputated, not the
dog.

What Would You Do?
Think for a moment if your dog was in a terrible accident and had to have one of his limbs
surgically removed. How would you feel? Do you have any idea how your dog would feel? Do

you think you could handle the daily challenges of assisting your pet in getting used to his
new life?
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How about if your dog was stricken blind by a debilitating disease. Many owners have the
option of putting their lovably family pet to sleep instead of watching the animal cope with life
without eyes. Which would you choose? Are you educated enough to make the right
decision? Do you understand the difference between your dog's psychological standpoint
verses your personal psychological feelings towards such a situation?

You Must Be Prepared

Broken bones and minor lacerations are undoubtedly as common with animals as they are
with children. While it is rare to find an owner who is unwilling to cooperate when treatment is
required for relatively minor problems such as these, many owners hesitate at the thought of
subjecting their pet to a more serious — perhaps even disabling — surgery, such as
amputation, enucleation (removal of an eye) or other such procedure.

There may also be a hesitancy at the prospect of maintaining their animal throughout a long,
complicated process.

As long-time advocates of giving animals at least the benefit of whatever doubt may exist, we
would like once again to state the case for the disabled pet. Far from being an enormous
burden, the handicapped pet quite frequently suffers little or no permanent psychological
impairment at all and promptly learns to live with, or around, his disability, no matter how
great.

Trauma is trauma, whether experienced by a human being or by an animal — but many factors
exist that give the dog or cat an enormous advantage in coping with traumatic injury or
serious disease. After the initial recuperative period required following major surgery, your pet
should once again be capable of functioning in a manner not far removed from normal.

Animals Have Far Greater Capabilities To Recover Than Humans

Animals, like humans, learn to compensate for missing limbs and faculties by utilizing other
resources at their disposal. Thus, the three-legged animal soon builds up muscles in his
remaining limbs to take over for the missing one.

The pet who has lost an eye learns to use his senses of smell and hearing to a greater
advantage, providing necessary clues to his environment. The animal whose hearing has
diminished, or is non-existent, employs other faculties to make up for this lack.

Many diseases, such as diabetes and idiopathic epilepsy, require only minimal daily
medication and care to assure a happy, healthy existence. Even such severe problems as
hind-end paralysis, commonly associated with intervertebral disc disease (seen frequently in
Dachshunds, Beagles, Poodles, and Cocker Spaniels), can be managed at home once the
animal's condition has been treated and stabilized by a veterinarian.

There is no doubt that the owner of a handicapped pet must make some adjustments, more
perhaps than will be required of the animal himself. Your pet feels no embarrassment about
his condition, nor does he consider himself any less valuable as your companion and friend,
but you might.
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