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Report: The Mysterious Chinese Shar-Pel

It is now time for you to learn about one of the most interesting looking dogs ever created. In
fact, you may have spotted him somewhere close by.

Have you ever seen a dog whose skin seems several sizes too large for him? Whose small
triangular ears lie atop his head pointing toward his eyes? Whose delicate tail forms a perfect
circle, its tip touching its base? Whose short stiff hair stands upright like a Fifties crew cut?

If so, you've probably seen one of the most uncommon dogs in the world — the Chinese Shar-
Pei. At one point the Guinness Book of World Records declared him to be the “Rarest Dog in
the World.” Be that as it may, he is certainly one of the world's most unique dogs.

China: A Rough Start For The Chinese Shar-Pei

Not all endangered species live in the wild. In recent years, the fate of domestic animals in
China has been less than happy. Millions of priceless dogs and cats have vanished from the
People's Republic of China.

During the past, taxes on dogs there rose so sharply that few people could afford them.
Moreover, men whose families were hungry hunted them — regardless of ownership — for
food.

A missionary nun whose work kept her in China from 1925 to 1947 tells a sad story: Her pet
white Chow disappeared. She looked for him for several days. Finally, a Chinese friend
advised her, “Do not look for your dog any longer. He has become someone's dinner.”

Later in that Spartan country, domestic pets were outlawed altogether because they were
considered luxuries which the State could not afford to feed, and the militia received orders to
shoot them on sight. One by one, cherished household pets disappeared as they were
rounded up and killed,

A certain Chinese farmer kept his beloved Shar-Pei tied to the kitchen door for years in order
to protect him. A way was finally found to send the dog to the United States for refuge. Other
Chinese farmers in remote districts are probably still secreting their pets inside, based on
new, recent laws that have allowed the pets to live, but remain indoors.

The Mysterious History Of The Shar-Pei

The history of the Shar-Pei comes to us largely through information supplied by Chinese
expatriots, since none of the American or British dog encyclopedias mention him at all. The
Hong Kong Kennel Club, which recognized and registered these dogs, is strangely reticent
about divulging information; countless letters of inquiry from this country have gone
unanswered.

Some things we do know, however, and others we can deduce.

Ceramic statuettes and figurines unmistakably modeled after this charming creature during
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