
















source available, he will return to the place where he knows food and water 
exists…his cage. 

Another way to get a Degu to come out from his hiding place is with sound. If you 
always make a certain sound when you supply food, he will always come running 
to the food bowl when he hears that sound - unless something is preventing him 
from doing so. This could be a whistle or a bell. It takes the Degu about three 
weeks to relate the sound with the food. 

If you want to give your Degu some run room, try putting him in a playpen 
designed for a baby. Note, however, that he can chew through, and he can climb 
out of the playpen, so the best advice is to keep a constant eye on him, and 
return him to his nice, safe cage when you cannot watch him. 

Provide a safe environment. Obviously, you will do all that you can to ensure that 
your Degus cage is safe. However, when you let him out of that cage, there are 
all kinds of dangers that you and him may not be aware of. Cleaning supplies 
should be stored where the Degu cannot get to them. Furthermore, if you use 
harsh chemicals on your floors, this could be a danger to a Degu roaming those 
floors. 

It isn’t easy, but you should always try to see the environment from the Degus 
point of view. Look around at what he could get into. Think about what he will be 
curious about. Think about his burrowing and tunneling tendencies and the types 
of materials that he likes to use for these activities. Determine in advance what 
he will want to chew. Remove those dangers from his path. 

Give your Degu lots of attention and care, and you will enjoy him for many years 
to come. These are interesting, curious little creatures and a great deal of fun. 
The Degu really is a pet, and now that you know exactly what they are, and what 
you can expect from them, you are ready to become a Degu owner. 
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